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This unit was created with
this guy in mind. He has
autism and an intellectual
disability. He is a non-
reader, and loves any and all
trains. With some support
he is able to do this unit, and
enjoys the challenge. Heis
my tester!!




! I ! B S e | '

Color version I

| Transcontinental Railroad |
|' for Special Education | A |

. :
—-—‘-‘?..1&—' St N e
¥

b

i

,

| SR This unit contains 11 days of
a —_ 5 material that is in both

Worksheet Activity ' o

I va e— printable and digital formats. |

; E e T have included a detailed lesson

. 19:26 | Timeline Crcs plan to help you make the most
i o e of everything in this unit

37.41 Venn Diagram comparing railroads i”C'Uding hOW to add Some

e T T ™

42-45 Cut and paste timeline
by 46-48 \Writing Prompt grOUp aCt'.V '.t '.eS
Christa Joy 49-55 Sudoku puzzle
Special Needs for Special Kids
56-57 Word search
58-63 Close worksheets

64-74 Assessments It Comes "n 2 Separate f“es

75-76 Terms of Use | ' '
o | ) One in color and one in black

so included in this resource as separate files: ==

= Lesson plans e '

» Links and directions to digital activities | and Wh'te

» PowerPoints (these are the books in the lesson plans) f

* Voice recorded PowerPoint r/ »

+ Activities in black and white A I 0N
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Transcontinental Railro

Preparation
E"i_ﬂ d"’

Print cut a wvocabulary board for each student to use throughout unit
o Laminate or place in pege protector ff

D o N .
= Thelesson plans contain:

+ Voczbulary cards
o Print out a s=t of cards onto cardstock and laminate

o Make one set for each student aod alsg one for the teacher to use in | S5py
Eames
* Timeline cards

o Print out a s=t of cards onto cardstock and laminate
o For additional ideas on how to use thess, go to:
ids.org/2018/06/13/making-alife-sized- OV er a | I t" p S _F O r t e a C h " n 9

hittps:specialneedsfiorapecialldads. org 2015

Choase the form of the assessment that best fits the learning level of your student: St Ud e n tS W "t h S "9 n "f ica n t

*  Give the assessment to assess what your students may alresdy knowe
| cannot emphasize encugh how important this step is. 1f you want to see

L
groneth, this preassessment 15 so important!! d

Teadhing Tips
1. Codor Coding this iz a really easy way to add more structure to 2 matching
activity. Cutline or color inan empty box or sorting label. Outline or color n
the corresponding picture symbels the same colors. Becomes 2 color matching i
task.
a. For more info, read more here: N
https-/speralneedsforspeciallads. org 201 5/05,05 fusing-color-coding-for- ’/_"—’ =2
.,—-H.,.n..f'"‘/r_/d'l

differentiationy’
b. 1 also have a blog post on differentiating one activity 3 ways:
I

ds or

g A0NE 100 2 2 differentiating-1-activity-

[
|II I hittps:fspecialneedsforgpeciall
| Z-weanys-easihy-and-effectivelyy’
2. Make you own copies of the acinvitier. Every day | review the activity we did

|
| vesterday. For that reason:
| often complete the activity myself and often laminated it for easy review

I
| a
| that | could uss yesr after year.
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Quick Look
Day Activity Cay Activity

s Book s Bock

1 * Vocab cards intro 2 * Vocab cards cut and paste
*  Circle map ®  udoku puzzle
* [Book * Book

- # Vocab cards activity & Vocab cards activity

< *  Timeline activity : * Matching activity
a Circle map
s Book s Bock
*  Vocab cards activity * Vocab cards act

: & Timeline activity ? & Close workshe
* Color map
# [Book # [Book

. &  Vocab cards activity 10 «  Vocoab cards activih,

' * Timeline activity ® Close worksheet
* Venn Diagram
s Book & Assessment
*  Vocab cards activity

. &  Timeline activity 1
# Timeline cut and paste
* [Book
# Vocab cards activity

£ *  Timeline activity
s Wnting Prompt

| s e e ihbd L TS
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The lesson plans contain:

A quick ook at what you
will do each day
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,I Day 5 ‘
;' Activity Motes Materials 4
Iu' Read or listen | » Read through the story, asking lots of * Book f‘%$ 3
|' to a recording questions » Voabulary 3 «il
I|' of thebook: |«  Continue to make connections betwesn board S
.' (10 minutes) book and wocabulary board & e
| Viocabulary ® Cive sach student 2 pile of pieces * ‘Vocabulary {l_‘;_;'”
f_h""‘ cards Puzzle * Hazwve them reassemble the pieces into the cards (set !
Same cormect symbols whers each e S
(10 minartes) o They may have to ask each other if card is cut in The IeSSOn plans Conta'n.
someone elsz has the second halfto 2 half)
piece they have. Creat for increasing | @
o communication and sharing.
Large Timeline | » Fass the cards out to the students and have | »  Large timelines
Cards them arrange themselves in the comrect order cards

(10 minutes) o You can put index cards with the Deta”ed inStrUCt',OnS On

date on the floor ahead of time, so
they just have to find the card that

matches the date on their fashcard hOW that dHQ'S |€SSOH

# Have each student step forwsard as you talk
about their card

Venn Dizgram | »  Rewview the Venn Diagram completed ®  Activity
review vesterday completed ShOUId run
I3 minastes) vesterday
Cut and paste |« Hawe students complete the cut and paste # Cut and paste e
timeline (10 timeline activity timeline
minutes) s Add color coding if nesded s Scissors /f:’f-
Make connections o book and large *  glus ;/
| timelme cards ]
' Ltharing # Each student shares their finished worksheet | o Completed / N
/ (10 minutes) with the group using the communication workshest A
|’ method of their chioice * Commmundcation Ry
|| denvices % Tm'#, *%
e e e T T e——_ e
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transcontinental

United States west railroad QOregon Trail land
%
homestead Lincoln mountains tunnels MNative Am'
MNebraska California land rush Sooners no more land
: @ i r'é EJ \
W || ey

repeat that

| don't know

| need a break

% ("

;Thisunit comes with a
ﬂ"’hﬁ;!
vocabulary board.

1 .:. I
o ™
1 !.I-\-;I‘-v
Jt’

\/ocabulary boards are
great for ALL Students to
assist with participation
and engagement in group
discussions.

A Tips on how to use in the
g unit!!
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Despite bemg in the middle of the Civil War, President
Lincoln also signed the Pacific Railroad Act n 1862. This
would allow a railroad to be built across the central United

States. It would be called the Transcontinental Railroad.

Utah.
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It took 6 years to finish building the railroad. On May
10, 1869, the two ends met at Promontory Summit 1n

!
&)

There is a 29 page book
with this unit using simple
text and photos.

It comes in a pdf version as

well as a voice recorded
powerpoint (So you don't
have to print it out.)
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Oregon Trail

2000 miles trail that went from Missouri to
Cregon Country through the middle of the US.

Pacific Railroad Act

Passed by Lincoln that gave 2 companies
the land and money they need to build a
railroad across the central US.

S e L s R

Homestead Act

Passed by Lincoln that gave 160 acres of
land west of the Mississippi River to
anyone over 21 years old.

Central Pacific Railroad

Built the Transcontinental Railroad from
California heading east.

—

Land Rush

When 2 millions acres of land in
Oklahoma was made available to settlers.

- Transcontinental Railroad

sod

Thick pieces of grass and mud used by
settlers to build their homes,

There are 12 vocabulary

cards that come in color
and black and white.

sooners

Settlers who snuck in early to clai

o Included are suggestions for
group activities to do with
these each day.

—

Railroad build between 1863-1869 that .fr A
went from Nebraska to California and
replaced the use of the Oregon Trail. =
e




Oregon Trail ! Homestead Act
2000 miles trail that went from Missouri to Rassaclibiylingcin rha.t gave 160 BERGEI r;
< land west of the Mississippi River to
Oregon Country through the middle of the US,
anyone over 21 years old.

, On days 7&8 there is an
activity where students will
match either the picture to

¢ ; The last spike used in the deﬁ'nftfon to the p',Cture

Pacific Railroad Act

Passed by Lincoln that gave 2 companies
the land and money they need to build a
railroad across the eentral US.

Built the Transcontinental Railroad from
California heading east.

Iron Horse Transcontinental Railroad hammere
in by governor of California.

p £
/ ‘ : . Built the Transcontinental Railroad
: - from California heading east. a r er .

iilroad build between 1863-1869 that
rent from Nebraska to California and

INZATdTdh s

eplaced the use of the Oregon Trail. ==
| Promontory Summit Golden Spike assed by Lincoln that gave 160 acres
“land west of the Mississippi River to

‘ anyone over 21 years old. _/ o

Yhat the Native Americans called the et ]
train. g f/f

/ : ttlers who snuck in early to claim the ? .

best pieces of land during the % T‘H'
%
A

Wk peviinl T
T e g O 8

l Oklahoma Land Rush.
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There are 2 g circle maps.

r’

Circle maps are a great way for
students to see the concept at a
glance. There are 2 versions:
e (Oneiserrorless
e One has wrong answers
mixed in students will have
to set aside
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1. Color in California green.
2. Color in Nebraska orange.
3. Trace the Transcontinental RR.

There are is a map that
allows students to color in

the Transcontinental
Railroad Thereis a
version with colored

outlines added.



that compares the 2
railroad companies that
built the railroad. There is
color-coded version
included as shown here.




e
- There are7 large timeline

cards along with
directions on how to use
these as a group activity.

Building of the Transcontinental
Railroad.

H"’H.LW_
-'—"""_'H'_b_
B “;;f
— Transcontinental '% J v
California Railroad Nebraska 5




f’ S S e Al | .‘ | o S e e T |
Timeline ; . ‘

!
1842 i I”*’*v"\

! i~
o

by gﬁ_x

There is a cut and paste
timeline activity as well.
Instruction on how to add
color coding is included.
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Riding on the Transcontinental RR

My family left from
Transcontinental RR.

My went with us.

We saw

and

The best part about riding on the train was/were the

It was

for a trip on the

on our travels.

train stahion
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There is a writing prompt where
students write a story about
what it would have been like to
travel on the Transcontinental
Railroad. This is an errorless
activity that students can do
more than one time.
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l ;’ < 1 de ;;« “There is a Sudoku puzzle
« ~~ inthisunit aswell. This s
~ agreat way towork with

the new vocabulary!!

There are 2 versions plus
answer keys.

Transcontinental .
Railroad Lincoln
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search to work with

vocabulary. If your

;
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Transcontinental Railroad

students cannot do a

word search, have them

highlight the circle words
_onthe answer key.
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golden spik
Land Rush

sod

Oregon Trail
railroad
Nebraska

Homestead Act
Iron horse
sooner

Transcontinental

California

Lincoln
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Z_ 2. President
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5. The Native Americans called the train an

Transcontinental Railroad

mountains.

companies worked to finish the railroad.

4. The Central Pacific Company had to dig

|
The Transcontinental Railroad went from Nebraska to

signed the bill to build the railroad.

through the

£

Lincoln

Tt

iron horse

%

Californma

funnets

Syl
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|| }( 9. The railroad meant
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Transcontinental Railroad

6. The Union Pacific Railroad faced attacks from the

7. The railroad was finished in Utah and the

driven in by the mayor of California.

8. The Transcontinental Railroad took the place of the

10. The railroad made it easier for people to settle out

could travel more safely.

informal assessment. This unit
has 10 questions that review
the Transcontinental Railroad.

Answer key included.

Malive Amencans
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Oregon Trail
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Homestead Act and The Land Rush

| 17
= =4

o ,
- There s also a close worksheet

on the Land Rush and
Homestead Act.

1. The Homestead Act was passed by President

2. The Land Rush was later and took place in

Answer key included.
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1.

The Transcontinental Railroad went from California to:

-

Mebraska

Florida

Lincaln

Washin

.

Lo

r T\f 2. Who signed the Pacific Railroad Act?

2

Morth Pole

Oz

false

| Ot KRoW

true

4. Lincoln also signed this bill which allowed anyone over 21 to

claim land in the west.

constitution

west and had to tunnel through the:

=

Pacific
Railroad Act

3. True or False. The Transcontinental Railroad was built as a safer
and faster way to travel than the Oregon Trail.

OF

Homestead Act

5. The Central Pacific Company started building the railroad in the

T |

" FINALLY the

assessment!! There are 3
versions. This version has

10 questions with 3
picture choices for each

question.

: Answer key included.

s ¥
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Print onto cardstock or mount on index cards. Cut pictures
apart and show student answer choices for each question.

e |

/
| r

A
24 \ %

mountains

forest

e -&g‘

5 4, 3 "11

{:;z« With this version, you cut
out the answer choices

+  and glue them on index

cards. Ask the student
the question, and they

|
II |I buffalo
|

Native Americans

point to the correct
answer.

H .'I 3 |




1. The Transcontinental Railroad went from California to:
A. Florida
B. Nebraska
C. North Pole

2. Who signed the Pacific Railroad Act?

A. Lincoln

B. Wdashington

C. Einstein
3. True or False. The Transcontinental Railroad was built as a safer
and faster way to travel than the Oregon Trail.

A. True

B. False

C. ldon’t know
4. Lincoln also signed this bill which allowed anyone over 21 to
claim land in the west.

A. Constitution

B. Pacific Railroad Act

C. Homestead Act

5. The Central Pacific Company started building the railroad in the
west and had to tunnel through the:

A. Ocean
B. Mountains
C. Forest

6. What was the main danger the Union Pacific Company faced
while building their part of the railroad?

A. Buffalo
B. Native Americans
C. Storms

multiple choice version. It
can also be used as a
recording sheet if your
students are using the
version with index cards.
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f\_ Despite being in the middle of the Civil War, President 2 Th" S Un '. t 8 ISO has

Lincoln also signed the Pacilic Railroad Act in 1862. Ths
would allow a railroad to be built across the central United

Sfiies Towor i calledahe Teanscontineatal Railrags, di g (tal activities.
' | There is a movie
version of the
books students
can listen to read

™ Watch the movie

=

—»on the

~—+ Transcontinental
* Railroad
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ZL Riding on the Transcontinental RR

My family left from for a trip on the

Transcontinental RR.

b o

My went with us.

et =

We saw and on our travels.

-
I

A

A
&
3

Li e

b

Choose a picture to complete each sentence.
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MNebraska Cakforma the city srain station Colorado Rah
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The best part about riding on the train was/were the

It was

.o

people

N

food | drink

fradn

=
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ExCiting

dangerous

exhausiEng

.. _}_@!

wonderhd

B |
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The digital
activities have
students click
and drag their
answers.
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siart in
Mebraska
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Place the pictures in the correct location
on the Venn Diagram.
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There are 2 sets
of slides. One set
has color-coding
for more support.
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der. You will need to unzip the folder to

00 ThlS resource comes in a zipped fo
" ~ access all the contents which include:

e 11days of lesson plans
e Transcontinental Railroad activities in color

e Transcontinental Railroad activities in black and white

e \Joice-recorded PowerPoint show
e Transcontinental Railroad book (PowerPoint) to use with activities

* Links and directions to digital activities
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' Save money and get this unit as part of the
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Westward Expansion Bundle
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Westward-Expansion-BUNDLE-for-Special-Education-FREE-BONUS-6261334
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Westward-Expansion-BUNDLE-for-Special-Education-FREE-BONUS-6261334

