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EJ These novel units are
something | created and
started using in my
classroom. | had students
with significant
challenges and most were
non-readers . They were
the best thing | ever did,
and my students L OVED
them.
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Terms of use 'r

This novel unit has 2
different activities.
These activities are NOT
comprehension-based. So,
even If your Students do
hot pay attention, they
can still complete the
activity.



For example, the book
introduces a lot of new
vocabulary. In this activity,
students complete a thinking
map of what pulchritudinous
means. This does not require
comprehension of the
chapter and is an errorless
activity.



Suggestions for Use

= | made this unit to go along with the book, The
Crossover by Kwame Alexander.

» The thought is that you would be reading it aloud to
your class at a rate of about 25 pages per day.

* Be sure to give each student their own copy of the
story board (pg. 8) to use while reading and discussing
the story.

*» Benefits of reading out loud. even to classes made up
of severely affected students:

» Teaches students to sit quietly even when there isn't
something for them to do. This is such an
important life skill. We all have to spend time
sitting and listening to someone we are not that
interested in at some point.

+ Parents will LOVE you. Not only will they be
excited their child is being exposed to age
appropriate material, but you are teaching them
how to sit quietly. which will hopefully transfer to
home as well.

= Even with your lowest level learners, you will have
1 or 2 that will truly enjoy the story.

+ It can be a calming experience to sit and listen to
the teacher read in a methodical way.
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Suggestions for Use

* For students who need more structure, place the
number of post-it notes in front of him/her that
corresponds to the number of pages you intend to
read. Remove a post-it as you finish each page. T’
visual will help lessen their anxiety.

« You will find 2 or more activities for each chapter.
will still have plenty to choose from and find those .
fit best with your students.

« Differentiation:

« For any activity, you can quickly differentiate for
your lower level learners by using a color coding
technique.

« If sorting, outline each sorting category a certain
color and them outline the corresponding pictures
the same color.

+ Becomes a matching task.

+ This unit includes 5 multiple choice questions for each
section or approximately 25 pages. These are in a
separate file and are in color and black and white.
There is an answer key included.

Suggestions on how | found

this activity worked best in

my classroom are provided.

| typically had 6-8 students

with one adult assistant in
the room with me.



The Crossover
for Special Education

By
Christa Joy
Special Needs for Special Kids

This entire novel unit
comes in 2 separate files.
One is completely in color

and one is completely in
black and white.
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basketball
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Alexis

heart disease

JHQ

fried chicken

repeat that

| like that

| don't like that

| don't know
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| need a break

This unit comes with a
vocabulary board.

\Jocabulary boards are great
for ALL students to assist
with participation anc
engagement in group
discussions.

Tips on how to use in the
unit!!
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basketball
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What are some things you might find at a basketball

Place the following pictures in the circle map on the
previous page showing things you might find at a
basketball game.
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basketball net bleachers cheerleader
DW&EE 7
FEEE 12 ; "
scoreboard referee sneakers whistle

Place the following pictures in the circle map on the
previous page ONLY if they are things you might find at
a basketball game.

S

basketball bleachers hockey stick
D@EE 7
BIRIEE12 J ‘f
scoreboard referee football whistle
e = \
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inner tube net lifequard players cheerleader

There are circle maps
in this unit.

Circle maps are a great
way for students to
see the big idea.
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‘: Josh’s mom call his hair cut a calamity. What does a T Sy T EaCh C'FCIQ map ComeS
Fe calamity look and feel like? ol o s Sl g
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Place the on the previous page showing what chaos is W' 2 C O ' CeS =

\\ l¢/ ©® 2 8070 S
il I An errorless option with

0@
| only correct answers

different

[ .

‘ Place the following in the circle map on the previous
page ONLY IF you think they describe what chaos might
be like. . h h

= = o wrong answers mixed in
== = ' students will need to set
ccccc Al > 8 hoasl - aside.
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healthy

What do you like to eat? Have you ever thought about if
your snack is healthy or not? Sort the following foods
into those you think are healthy vs unhealthy choices.

OF

not healthy

Sort the foods into the best column. If you are not sure,

place it on the middle line.

potato chips apple banana candy
candy bar French fries cheese yogurt ice cream
P 1'5,;5?225”
09 NS
oo
cookies brownie carrot celery fruit roll
cake fice cake salsa fish crackers

feo
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There are sorting
activities.

Directions on how to add
color coding for
differentiation is included.




There always consequences to our actions. Some are
good and some are bad. depending on the action. Look
at each action in the box and find what you think the
consequence would be.

There are matching
activities. Directions on
how to add color coding for
- differentiation is included.

Match the consequence to the action on the previ
ﬁ page. There may be more than one right answer.
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The Best Gift Ever

Sometimes, for Christmas, | get

There are writing

The best gift | ever got was a

prompts.

It came from

k You may need to help students fill in their answer if the picture choice is not b I h e S e a r e e r r O r l e S S
| kept it in a safe place, in my : : j ! ‘L' ’ ’ ’
Video game computer doll bike a Ct 'V 't ' eS t hat a l | OW

o] | e Y students to write a story

=t 7 5 4 independently.

bedroom closet home desk secret hiding place bank

®© & a2

happy excited thankful surprised

conbent




ball

watching

swing

winning

jump

swinging

miss

scoring

watch

score

fake

win

be

fa

jur

Josh’s nickname is Filthy. Sometimes people ge
based on how they act or lock. See if you can
nickname below to the person it most likely bel

Beanpole
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Nervous Nellie

Money bags o
Einstein i
Shorty é

Chatterbox

Sometimes we have to make difficult decisions. Look at each
scenario and circle what your decision would be. There is no

right or wrong answer.

What kind of party would you
rather have?

G v

When you have free time, what do
you like to do?

ir &

What type of music do you like to

listen to?
4

Py

Which weould you like to learn how
to do?
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What type of pet would you like to
have?

e &

Who would you most want to go
to the movies with?

Where do you like to
vacation?

——

On the wee’

E
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Because there are so
many activities, yov can
choose the ones that fit
your students the best.



First Quarter
Pgs. 51-85 :

1. What does dad make the boys practice after dinner?

2. Dad tells a story that compares Josh and JB's basketball
playing to what?

n draw read

4. What did Josh over-hear about his father?
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fired in accident

chea passing a nole

game?
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park

5. What does Josh get caught doing in school? . Why was Josh late to the game?

stopped
by pokce

2
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Second Quarter

. Where does Josh find JB and Alexis kissing?
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- What did Josh slip in running to the game?

pucdie

f == Pgs. 110-134
ainbow L
3. What does the boys' mom make them do every night? . What does the team do to work on their mental game?

. Who does Josh throw the ball at and injure during the

This unit does come with
comprehension questions.
There are 5 questions for every
section of approximately 20-25
pages. Each question has 3
picture choices. They arein
color and black and white.

Answer key included!!



| realize there will be
some students out there
unable to do cutting
activities. 1 have a blog
post with ways to
complete activities
without a pair of scissors!!

ere to reac



https://specialneedsforspecialkids.org/2020/04/27/no-scissors-allowed/

