Saltwater &
Freshwater Unit
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This unit was created with
this guy in mind. He has
autism and an intellectual
disability. He is a non-
reader, and loves to swim in
the lake. With some support
he is able to do this unit, and
enjoys the challenge. Heis
my tester!!
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This unit contains over 360
pages of material. | have
included a detailed lesson
plan to help you make the
most of everything in this
unit including how to add

some group activities.




e Each week has a book you will start the lesson with.

e Every day there is a group vocabulary activity

e Every day there is either a hands-on activity or cut and paste
worksheet for students to complete.

e On the last day of the week, students will take a quiz focusedon . g
that week's material.
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Ecosystem: Saltwater and Freshwater
Lesson Plan

Preparation

# Print out a vocabulary board for sach student to use throughout unit
o Laminzate or place in page protector

ok The lesson plans contain:

= Print out, [aminate, and bind

Presssessment [do day 1 before stanrting lesson) a— -
#  Llse the fact sheet to assess what your students may slready know —~ ”
# | cannot emphasize enough how important this step is. If ywou want to sse %—_"‘ A
growsth, this prezssessment is so important!! """’

Teadhing Tips
1. Covor Codinge this is a really sasy way to add more structure to 2 matching
activity. Cutline or color in an empty box or sorting label. Outline or oolor in
the corresponding picturs symbols the same colors. Becomes 2 color matching
task.

a. For more info, read miore hers:
https:/fspecizlneadsforgpeciallads org 0N 50505 fusing-color-coding-for-
differentiationy

E. | also have a blog post on differentiating one activity 3 ways:
hittps:/fspecialneedsfiorapeciallads org 0810/ 2 2 /differentiating-1-activiby-
Z-wenys-easihy-and-effectively’

2. Make you own copler of the activities Every day | review the activity we did
yesterday. For that reason:

a. | offen complete the activity miyself and often laminated it for easy review
that [ could use year sfter year.

b. My copiss were also helpful as either a modsl for students who nesded
rore support or 25 & way for more advanced students to self-check their
.'...ll{l'fk.

3. Jofrons for Ueee T any aciivity into a reussble file folder activity by
laminating and adding Veloro.

a. For mare infio, watch this video here:

brttmsswnana teacherspayteachers comyProduct/Making-File-Folder-
Activities-3474240

Overall tips for teaching
students with significant
heeds
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Quick Look

Week 1: Bodies of Water

= Book
1 + Vocab board ectivity
+ Circle map

# PBook
2 # Vocab board mciividy
= Eslbesster prinking

+ Book
3 #* Vocab board ecivity
= Rorting schiurhy

= Book
4 + Vocab board ectivity
+ Venn disgram

# Book
5 = Vorcab board ectivity
= iz

= Book
1 + Vocab board ectivity
+ Circle map

# PBook
2 # Vocab board ecivity
=+ Fish collag=

+ PBook
3 = Vocab board ectivity
= Whao lhees where

= Book
4 + Vocab board ectivity
+ forting

# EBiook
5 = Vorcab board ectivity
= iz

he [esson plans contain a
quick look at what you will
do each day. There are 5

weeks in this unit.

e \Week 7:bodies of water
o Week 2:fish

o Week 3. animals

o \Week 4. plants

e Week 5:food chains




Fead the bock: | « Read through the story, asking lots of Book
Food Chains in guestions Vocabulary
the water ¢ Continue to make connections bebween board .
| (10 minutes) | book and vocabulary board | Th l I t '
Scavenger o Paste the symbols axu nd the room Vocabulary e eSSO n p a n S CO n 8 ' n -
Hunt with » Students walk around with their vocabulary board cut apart
vocabulary board looking for matching symbols tape
board  Place a sticky note on their board covering Vocabulary
10 minutes) | the symbols as they find them board
Saltwater food | @« Review the food chain activity completed Completer " ' ]
chain activity yesterday ! i actiuﬁrly f Detalled 'nStrUCtlonS On
review yesterday
|_{3 minutes) : | !
Freshwater » Complete the worksheets completing food Food chain hOW tha t dag S |eSSO n
food chains chains that would occcur in freshwater activity
(10 minutes) o There are 2 levels of difficulty included Scissors
¢ Use color coding if needed for additional Glue S h O U I d rU n
support
| | » Make connections to the book as necessary |
| Sharing » Each student shares their finished food Completed
{10 minutes) chains with the group using the activity
communication method of their choice Communication |
dewvices




This unit comes with a
vocabulary board.

\/ocabulary boards are
great for ALL Students to
assist with participation
and engagement in group
discussions.

Tips on how to use in the
unit!!



Most lakes and rivers do not have salt in :
the water. Thisis called freshwater. & :

_-— There is a new book for
each week. they are
between 20-30 pages, have
engaging photos and simple
text.

It comes in pdf version as well
as a voice recorded PowerPoint
(S0 you don't have to print it
out.)

Let’s look at some fish that live in the
salty oceans first.
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Every week students will
start with a circle map
about that week's topic,
summarizing what is
happening in saltwater and
what is happening in
freshwater. They come in
an errorless version and a
version with wrong
answers mixed in.
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These examples are
from week 2 where the

focus 1s different types

of fish that live in
sqltwater and
freshwater.



Sort the following photos into those that are saltwater
and those that are freshwater. If you are not sure, place
it on the center line.

Sort the following pictures into those that are saltwater
and those that are freshwater. If you are not sure, place
Fit on the center line.
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Most weeks have a sorting
activity as well. They use
real photos as well as
picture symbols (in color
and BW). You can choose
which to use, or do both!!
This is the example from
week 1focusing on bodies
of water.



Two of the weeks also
\ include a \enn Diagram
for students to notice the
similarities. This only uses
picture symbols and a
color-coded option (s

included.
B Y
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Some of the weeks include
this Where | [ive activity.
Students look at the
picture sentence and
figure out what is missing.
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Saltwater

= During week 2 students

¥ willcomplete a collage of
fish. They can choose

saltwater or freshwater.




During week 4 students
will complete an activity
that looks at where
plants grow in relation to

the water and land.




Coastal Sand Dunes

Coastal sand dunes are large mounds of sand that are found
along the ocean’s beaches. They are formed by the wind and
sand that washes up from the waves. They serve as a natural

r
shock absorber to the power of the ocean waves, protecting
homes and other structures that are found along the edge of the
beach. This is especially important during strong storms like

hurricanes, F
[
Some sand dunes are made by man using large machines in A_‘ -\-__I —
order to help keep the beach from eroding. You will see grass - W ' a S O ea r n m O re a O U
growing on these dunes. It is important that you not walk or |
play on these sand dunes. -

Sand Dunes

et o sand dunhes and answer

PSR- some questions to check

= [N [ da
their comprehension.

Lizards and other small animals live in these dunes. They also
provide a protected area for turtles to lay eggs in some regions.

Mot all beaches and coastal areas have sand dunes. Mext time
you make a visit to the ocean, see if you can find some sand

dunes. Do they have grass? Do you see any creatures living in
or around them? Just remember, to STAY OFF THE DUNES!!

Waves thumder boals

3.  What animal might you see around the sand dunes?

& |¥

tigpesr chicken

4. VWhat often grows on the sand dunes?

Lo(e (e

grass Trunt tree roses

5. Itis okay to run and play on the sand dunes.

oF

I don’® knaw




Food Chain ACtivity
Marerials:

» 3 different siZed Cups (several of eachl
+ Piar, animal, and fish piCtures

Preparation:

+ ArtaCh piCtures to Cups making sure to attaCh the
animals highest in the food Chain o the biggest Cups and
those lowest in the food Chain o the smallest

» Tyrite the name of the animal, fish, br plant on the lip of
the Cup, see bejow

+ You may wamt to Color the Cups, so that thase that goin
the freshwater Climate are one Color and the saltwarter
Climate are another

+ You may need to Mmake
Several Cups of the lower
food chain plants, fish and
animals.

-"-.1—_

Pictures to put on cups

To play:

+ Arrange the Cups on a table or on the Floor.
o Choose the best numbers of Cups to use depending s
on the ability ofF your students. Obviousty, more TS
Cups make it more difFicult. -
+ Have eaCh student “build™ a food Chain by staCk 23 Cups
« TeCord CorreCr food Chains on the board

T During week 5 students

« Could some Cups g0 in both Freshwater and sattwater
food chains?

« Ty do you think the siz2es of the Cups are difFerent?
Does that help you or make it more diffiCult?

+ That do you think would hapeen to some of the larger
Cups in the Food Chain iF we ran out oF smaller Cups?

Pictures to put on cups

freshwater

i

will do g hands-on

activity stacking cups to

form their own food
chains.
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During week 5 students
will also practice
completing basic food
chains in freshwater and
saltwater. For each,
there are 2 levels of

A difficult included.




Ocean Life

Place the following images in the empty squares on the
previous page, completing the sudoku puzzle.

o | | ~ Thereis a Sudoku puzzle
® H< @gein in this unit as well.

crab seaweed

v There are 2 versions

Pond Life
(ocean life and pond life

seaweed shark

PRI

Place the following images in the empty squares on the EFGN GUEreEa l U S a n Swe r ke S
previous page, completing the sudoku puzzle. =
frog turtle heron
S
turtle turtie turtle ‘ ::!“i‘%'] |
frog duckweed
heron -:i | |
L

duckweed heron
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Who am I?

One of the last activities
1S a Who am I? book|et
students can complete
that pulls together much

of the ir

the unit.

formation from




Most of the world is covered with what type of water?

—

saltwater

Version 1

Rivers, lakes, and ponds are made up of what type of

water?

freshwater

raimwater

—

saltwater

freshwater

raimwater

_—

saltwater

Which type of water do people and animals need to drink?

freshwater

raimwater

v

sand

What makes the ocean water taste different?

&

=

saft

=ie

sharks

&

<>

all salty

What is one thing that is the same for all types of water?

all important

all raimwater

Each week ends with a
5 question quiz that
comes (n 3 formats.
Here students circle
the correct answer.




Version 2

Print onto cardstock or mount on index cards. Cut pictures
apart and show student answer choices for each question.

~ With this version you cut
~out the answer choices
- L and glve them on index
satwater || freshwater anmater cards. Ask the student
the question, and they

point to the correct
answer.

I

sharks




Version 3

Most of the world is covered with what type of water?
a. Saltwater

b. Freshwater

c. Rainwater

2. Rivers, lakes, and ponds are made up of what type of Th "S "S gour trad "t "O nal

water? e

" Pt ~ multiple choice version. It

c. Rainwater

3. Which type of water do people and animals need to drink? Ca n a lSO be Used aS a

a. Saltwater

b. Freshwater

. Ranter recording sheet if your

4, What makes the ocean water taste different?
a. Sand

s students are using the
version with index cards.

5. What is one thing that is the same for all types of water?

a. It is all salty
b. It is all important
c. It is all rainwater



1. Most of the water on the earth is:

ol T maader

.

o
"".F

2. Frogs, catfish, and duckweed live in:

L = m
Saltwaters freshaater

W)
b1

3. One of the main differences between oceans and lakes

is:

| ¥

number of plants|

&

acs

amount of sall

4. An example of plants you would find in salt water are:

water is:

5. An example of a type of fish that lives only in fresh

LE UF SRy

Kaber whakes

&.Animals that have been found in freshwater and saltwater are:

4

8. Which shows an example of a food chain you would find in

saltwater:

™

eroeodd

u can drink salbwater.
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9. Which shows an example of a food chain you would find in

freshwater:

s
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10.True or False? It is okay to play on the sand dunes.

§

here is a 10 question final
assessment that covers all the
information from the past 5
weeks.

There are 3 versions. This
version has 710 questions with
3 picture choices for each
question.

Answer key included.



Q4

Print onto cardstock or mount on index cards. Cut pictures
apart and show student answer choices for each question.

ersion

"

cattails

seaweed

=i

shark

£~

killer whale

With this version, you cut
out the answer choices
and glue them on index
cards. Ask the student
the question, and they
point to the correct
answer.



Version 3

1. Most of the water on the earth is:
A, Saltwater
B.

C. Rainwater
2. Frogs, catfish, and duckweed live in :

Freshwater

A. Saltwater

B. Freshwater
C. Rainwater

3. One of the main differences between oceans and lakes is:

j—
—
E—- -
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A. Number of fish :
B. Number of plants

C. Amount of salt

4. An example of plants you would find in salt water are:

A. Lily pads

B. Cattails

C. seaweed
5. An example of a type of fish that lives only in fresh water is:

A. Catfish

B. Shark

C. Killer whale

TheF

:'.I_|:'
Worldy

eCommunication

de. Usedwith pe

This is your traditional
multiple choice version. |t
can also be used as a
recording sheet if your
students are using the
version with index cards.



There are digital versions
of the activities. They
are laid out week by week
to make it easier to
follow.

-
. Week 1
I ee

Saltwater or Freshwater
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i Listen to the book: EaCh Week Starts Off W"th
'i roodCras n e Food Chains in the Wate 4 yjdeo version of the

:-;‘ Chril::Joy bOOk
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Each activity is made in a
click and drag format.
There are two versions,
with or without
differentiation.




The differentiated
versions use color coding
for more support and
guide students where the
pieces are to be moved to.

U SR RIEY. F s a0 1L




Finally, 1 realize there will be
some students out there
unable to do cutting
activities. | have a blog post
with ways to complete
activities without a pair of
scissors!!

Most of the activities (except
the book) come in color and
black and white.


https://specialneedsforspecialkids.org/2020/04/27/no-scissors-allowed/

