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This unit was created with this
guy in mind. He has autism and
an intellectual disability. He is a
non-reader and has trouble
focusing for more than a few
minutes. With some support, he
can do this unit and enjoys the
challenge. He is my tester!!

AND HE VOTES!!!
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This unit contains over
150 pages of material. |
have included a detailed
lesson plan to help you
make the most of
everything in this unit
including how to add some
group activities.
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Politics and the Election Process Unit
Lesson Plan

Preparaticn

Print cut a vocabulary board for each student to use throughout unit
o Laminate or place in page protector
Book
o Print out, laminate, and bind
o OR your students can listen to the pre-recorded wversion
Voczbulary cards
o Print out a et of cards onto cardstock and laminate
o Make one set for each student and one for the teacher to wse in various
Eames

Preassessrnent (do day 1 before starting lesson)

Choose the form of the assessment that best fits the leaming level of your students
Give the asssssment to assess what your students may alresdy know

| cammot emphasize encugh how important this step is. 1 you want 1o ses
groneth, this prezssessment s 50 important!!

Teadhing Tips

Color Coding: this is a really easy way to add mores structure to 2 matching
activity. Outline or color iman emply o or sorting label. Cutline or color
the corresponding picture symbols the same colors. Becomes 2 color matcdhing
task.
a. For more info, read more here:
https:/fspecalneedsforspecialiads. org 2001 5,/05,/05 fusing-color-coding-for-
differentiationy
b. 1 also have a blog post on differentiating one activity 3 ways:
https:/fspecalneedsforsgpeciallads. org/ 2018/10,/2 2 /differentiating-1-activity-
F-weEnys-easihy-and-effectivelyy’
Adake you own coples of the seiiwities Ewery day | review the activity we did
westerdsy. For that resson:
a. | often complete the activity myself and often laménated it for easy review
that | could use year after year.
b. My copies were also helpful as either a model for students who nesded
miore support or a5 8 way for more advanced students to self-check their
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o3 The lesson plans contain:

4

Overall tips for teaching
students with significant
heeds
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Quick Loock
Dy Achvity Crey Aty
Book Book
_ “ocek cards infroduchon Vocak cards ectivity
: Circle map 1 = Clog= worksheet 3
Book Book
“ocak cards ectivity “ocak cards cut and paste
< | Circle map 2 12 Vocabulary puzzle
ELE task 4
+ Book Book
- | * “Vocab cards echividy . Vocab cards out and paste
" |+ Circdle mag 3 ' Vocabulary puzzi=
# [ELE task 1
+ Book Review or
4 |" Vocab cards ectivity 12 Assessment
+ Venn Diagram ELE tasik 5
# ELE task 2
+ Book
Z |+ “ocab cards echividy
+ Sequencing achviby
+ Book
= " “ocak cards ectivity
* Wnimg prompt
# ELE task 3
+ Book
7 | * “ocab cards echividy
*  Close worksheet 1
Book
E |+ “ocab cards echivily
*  Close worksheet 2
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The lesson plans contain:

A quick look at what you
will do each day
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Acthity MNotes Materials
Read or listen Read through the story, asking lots of Book

to a recording questions * Voabulary
of the book # Continue to mzke connections betwesn board ‘
(10 minutes) book and wocabulary board
Vocabulary & | play this game, or varigtions of it the it |« Vocabulary 3 / .
cards | Spy fewe days cards {student T t .
i ey | S | e lesson plans contain:
(10 minartes) students can handle in front of them. s=f]
& Smnce this i the first tirmne playing this game, | |« Vooabulary
make it ezsy. Hold up a card, and have board '
students find the matching one and hold it
up
&  Discuss relevant points on the card e r e ' 'O O
o fou can also play this game in this D t l d St r t S
manner having them find the symibol a ' ' n UC ' n n
on their wocabulary board
Circle map & Rewview the drcle map completed yesterday |« Circle map t t J
review completed Ow tnhat da 9 S 1€SS0N
(3 minutes) vesterday
Circle Map & Do the circle map about the Republican # Circle map
(10 minutes) party a  Scissors S h I d (‘
& Choose the best version (errorless or not) *  Clue O U U n

depending on the leaming lewvel of your
students
I &« Students cut out symbols and place n circle
map
Make connections o the book 25 necessary
Lharing Each student shares their finished circle map | ¢ Completed
(10 minutes) with the group using the communication circle map
method of their choice *  Communication

D 2 "o
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vocabulary board.

\Jocabulary boards are
great for ALL Students to
' assist with participation
5 and engagement in group

discussions.

[ ]
electoral college ational Convention

&

[y
United States

O

yes

Wy

| don't know | need a brea

Tips on how to use in the
unit!!



There is a 57 page book with

simple text and photos that
outlines the two main political

parties and the election process.

But, in general, the US is considered a 2 party
system. This has pros and cons.

They come in g pdf version as
well as voice recorded
PowerPoint (So you don't have
to print it out.)

The popular vote occurs in November. This is
when each individual citizen who is registered to
vote, can go cast their ballot for the person they
want to become the next president.




democracy democrat
Form of government where the people Political party that believes in larger
make decisions and elect a president every 4 government programs and higher taxes,
yea

republican i liberalist

Political party that believes in free trade Another name for a democrat.
with less regulations and lower taxes.

There are 16 vocabulary
cards that come in color
and black and white.

progressive i conservative

Ancther name for a democrat. Another name for a republican.

Included are suggestions for
group activities to do with
these each day.

Electoral college | Green party

Political party in California who are very

Representative from each state who !
concerned about the environment.

actually votes for the president.



elect

Choose a person as the winner through a
voting process.

primary
First election to decide who the 2
candidates will be.

National Convention

L i P
president
Leader of the United States. Elected every
4 vyears.
caucus

Similar to a primary, but less formal. It is
a meeting to decide the 2 candidates.

B ’
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campaign

popular vote

Another name for a democrat.

Choose a pers
Vo

Representative from each state who
actually votes for the president.

Votes cast by the cit.
electors who

Form of government where the people
make decisions and elect a president every
4 years.

Another name fora re

Leader of the United States. Elected every
4 vyears.

First election to decide who
candidates will be.

There is an activity where
students will match either
the picture to the definition
(easier) or the definition to
the picture (harder).
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Curt apart pictures and place in circle map about the Republican

. There are 3 circle maps in this unit.
"= There s one for each political party

and one for the general election
- process.

Circle maps are a great way for
students to see the concept at a
glance. There are 2 versions:
. One s errorless
e (One haswrong answers mixed in
students will have to set aside

\ Cut apart pictures and place i circle map ONLY IF they relate to
\ the Republican party




There is a \/enn Diagram to compare
the two political parties. Thereisa
onthe Voo Diagamendhe preionspage, color-coded option (shown here)
included for students who need more
support.




The Election Process
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Cut out the following steps and put in the correct order
an the

-

previous page.
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National Convention

General election &
campaigning

Popular vote in
November

Electoral College votes

Primaries & Caucuses

Cut out the following steps and put in the correct order

on the previous page.

Students will put the steps in
order of the election process.
There is an option that uses just
words and one that uses picture
symbols. Answer keys are
included for all activities.
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If | Were President

If | were President. | would make sure everyone in the US had
y  enough .
If | were President, | would

There is a writing prompt about
what they would do if elected
president. This is an errorless
activity.




Politics and Elections in the US

A

Politics and Elections in the US , ' ‘

2o I ~ There s a Sudoku puzzle in this

e / unit as well. This s a great way
to work with the new

vocabulary!!
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primarny vete emocrat | presiden

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee
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There are 2 versions plus
answer Keys.

Place the following images in the empty squares on the
previous page, completing the sudoku puzzle.
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here s also 9 word search to

work with vocabulary. If your
students cannot do @ word

Elections and Political Parties

search, have them highlight the

circle words on the answer key.

owZz—-(W T WOF—-—02 —
MLG@).E@VVGGZ
OZ1WUWOFEN>U0NS3WX DD X
NI T >0 >ITX>
Naoo 4= Twnoo|HSTouw(> >
WSS a0 =X O o2
—oldu R ¥ 0=z d oo <<
o XYy oz z 0 HoHaH I
L o X Z W 1 = > U » <) —| —
mw>0o|0«d o o u) W > odf od| —
< g 2|—[d n X F - N
400 o vy oy Dg o3
VO sla Vulda oY w—s o
NJEYRRI%FBF
V¥ x—udJowT>0d>g

progressive republican president

conservative

elector

liberal

campaign

democrat

primary

caucus vote

election

1
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Elections and Political Parties
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progressive republican president

conservative

elector

liberal

campaign

democrat

primary

caucus vote

election
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Republican Party
1. The Democratic party is represented by a and the
. color D I 1. The Republican party is represented by an D and the

D L / Close worksheets are a great
2. In general, Republicans want government programs. y informal assessment Thl'S Un"t has 3

% 3. Democrats balieve tawes will help more people. Worksheets that r‘ev "eW the tWO
4, Democrats believe everyone should have access to D ‘ T g poh't ical pa rt "eS a nd the elect"on

4, Republicans believe everyone takes for i proceSS.
5. Finally, Democrats are very passionate about helping l‘he

| 5. Finally, Republicans believe in D with very few
regulations.

Democratic Party

Democratic Party

Answer key included.

i b

frise trad

Republican Party

| @1k &
"




1. The US is a democracy and has how many political parties?

two twenty-two

four

2. Which party is represented by a donkey and the color blue?

Republican

Green

FINALLY the
assessment!! There are 3

versions. This version has
10 questions with 3
picture choices for each
question.

{

Answer Key included.
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. out the answer choices

¥ and glve them on index
cards. Ask the student
the question, and they
point to the correct
answer.
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1. The US is a democracy and has how many political parties?
A. 2
B. 22
C. 4

2. V/hich party is represented by a donkey and the color blue?
A. Democrat
B. Republican

This is your traditional
e multiple choice version. It
Re can also be vsed as a
recording sheet if your
e students are using the
< version with index cards.

A. low
B. high

C. equal

C. equal

A. National Convention
B. Primary
C. popular vote

I 6. The election process starts with a caucus or a :

D 2 a




This unit also has
digital activities.

—— There is a movie
movie on the version of the

I Presidential
Election and books Students

Political Parties

can listen to read

I 34 states hold a primary. During this process, each

state holds an election to choose which candidate 8' OU d
would be the best to run for president. -




The digital
activities have
students click
and drag their
answers.
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(&) i - here are 2 sets
i = 1_: of slides. One s
, F| | has color-codi net
' for )
more support.




| realize there will be some
students out there unable
to do cutting activities. |
have a blog post with ways
to complete activities
without a pair of scissors!!

All of the activities (except the
books and timeline cards) come
in color and black and white.


https://specialneedsforspecialkids.org/2020/04/27/no-scissors-allowed/

