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EJ These novel units are
something | created and
started using in my
classroom. | had students
with significant
challenges and most were
non-readers . They were
the best thing | ever did,
and my students L OVED
them.
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This novel unit has 25
different activities. These
activities are NOT
comprehension-based. So,
even If your students do
hot pay attention, they can
still complete the activity.



Dust Storms

Dust storms occur in very dry areas. They sometimes
occur in the southwest and central parts of the United
States where there are large areas of dry land.

In order for a dust storm to occur, there needs to be a
very large area of dry land and very strong winds.

Dust storms can be very dangerous. They can happen
very quickly. without warning. Although they do not
last long. it can take hours or even a day for all the dust
in the air to settle.

All that dust not only makes a mess, but it can be very
dangerous to breath in.

Finally, dust storms cause a lot of erosion, wearing away
the land as it blows the top surface of the dirt away.

Place the image of a dust storm after each fact on
previous page.

AN NS DS

Dust Storms

Occur in dry areas.

Occur in the southwest and central US.

Need dry land and wind.

Dangerous and cause erosion.

Happen quickly and over quickly.

Take a long time for dust to settle.

For example, the dust storm is
almost like the main character in
this booK. In this activity,
students will read some
information about dust storms
and complete a fact sheet. This is
an errorfess activity.



Suggestions for Use

| made this unit to go along with the book, Out of the Dust
by Karen Hesse.

The thought is that you would be reading it aloud to your
class at a rate of about 10-20 pages per day.

Be sure to give each student their own copy of the story
board (pg. 9) to use while reading and discussing the story.

Benefits of reading out loud., even to classes made up of
severely affected students:

= Teaches students to sit quietly even when there isn't
something for them to do. This is such an important life
skill. We all have to spend time sitting and listening to
someone we are not that interested in at some point.
Parents will LOVE yvou. Not only will they be excited their
child is being exposed to age appropriate material, but
you are teaching them how to sit quietly, which will
hopefully transfer to home as well.
Even with your lowest level learners. you will have 1 or 2
that will truly enjoy the story.
* It can be a calming experience to sit and listen to the
teacher read in a methodical way.

Suggestions for Use

» For students who need more structure, place the number of
post-it notes in front of him/her that corresponds to the
number of pages you intend to read. Remowve a post-it as»
finish each page. The visual will help lessen their anxiety.
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You will find several activities for each season/section.
will still have plenty to choose from and find those thr
best with your students.

-

Differentiation:

« For any activity, you can quickly differentiate for your
lower level learners by using a color coding technique,

* If sorting, outline each sorting category a certain color anc
then outline the corresponding pictures the same color.

« Becomes a matching task.

There are comprehension questions to accompany this unit.
There are 5-10 questions for every season/section with 3
picture answer choices. You will find these (in color and BW)
in a separate file,

Suggestions on how | found

this activity worked best in

my classroom are provided.

| typically had 6-8 students

with one adult assistant in
the room with me.




Out of the Dust
Novel Unit
for Special Education

This entire novel unit
comes in 2 separate files.
One is completely in color
and one is completely in
black and white.

By
Christa Joy
Special Needs for Special Kids
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Tips on how to use in the



Complete the circle map with types of crops farmers can plant.

crops

Place the following in the circle map on the previous
showing types of crops farmers can plant.

©

wheat cotton soy beans potatoes
o4 *
rice cranberries | |strawberries

Place the following in the circle map on the previous
page ONLY IF they crops farmers would plant.

wheat

soy beans

lollipop

.

French fries

S

cranberries

strawberries

candy bar

potatoes

There are circle maps
in this unit.

Circle maps are a great
way for students to
see the big idea.




Billie Jo is learning to handle all the changes in her life. We all have
to deal with change. What are some good ways you can deal with

Place the pictures in the circle map on previous page.

Place the pictures in the circle map on previous page ONLY IF
you think it is a good strategy for dealing with change.
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Each circle map comes
with 2 choices:

An errorless option with
only correct answers

An option that has wrong
answers mixed in
students will need to set
aside.



There are sorting
activities.

Directions on how to add
color coding for
differentiation is included.




When Billie Jo plays the piano, it almost sounds like the piano is
alive. This is called personification. Match the picture that goes
best with each example of personification.
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Saying Goodbye

Sometimes we have to say

It can be to say goodbye .

Sometimes, people have to :

Sometimes we may not see them again for

There are writing prompts.
These are errorless
e activities that allow
e B e students to write a story




Why is rain important?

This story takes place back in the 1930’s in Oklahoma.
Color in the state of Oklahema. Then color in the state you

Because there are so
many activities, youv can
choose the ones that fit
your students the best.

Mad Dog got his name because he liked to bite things. Sometimes
people get nicknames based on how they look. See if you ean
mateh the nickname below to the person it most likely belongs to.

Beanpole

Nervous Nellie

Money bags

Einstein

Shorty

Chatterbox




Summer 1934

. What happened to the baby?

_—
/ @ |=
went to
L died ] | Tt | | haospital |

. What does President Roosevelt say to plant to help stop the
wind?

Morwiers cam rees

. Who does Billie Jo blame for the fire?

This unit does come with
comprehension questions. There
e are 5-10 questions for every

ssssss urse sauce pie gravy

ek e oo season. Each question has 3
) I

i picture choices. They are in color

3. What does Daddy do while he is working?

¢ K ok and black and white.

4, Who does Billie Jo look and act like?
@ i
Ma Daddy

have the baby?

Winter 1935

Answer key included!
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| realize there will be
some Students out there
unable to do cutting
activities. 1 have a blog

post with ways to
complete activities
without a pair of scissors!!



https://specialneedsforspecialkids.org/2020/04/27/no-scissors-allowed/

