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This unit was created with
this guy in mind. He has
autism and an intellectual
disability. He is a non-
reader, and loves the sound
of piano keys. With some
support he is able to do this
unit, and enjoys the
challenge. He is my tester!!
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Also included in this resource as separate files:

N * Lesson plans
Links and directions to digital activities

| L]
* PowerPoints (these are the books in the lesson plans)

|
7 *  Voice recorded PowerPoint

f
* Activities in black and white

I

f

| Christa loy, Special Needs for Special Kids
The Picture Communication Symbols ©@1381-2018 by Tobii Dynavox. &A1l Rights Reserved

Worldwide. Usedwith permission. Boardmaker® isatrademark of Tobii Dynavox

This unit contains 10 days of
material that is in both

printable and digital formats. |

have included a detailed esson

plan to help you make the most
of everything in this unit
including how to add some

group activities.

It comes in 2 separate files.
One in color and one in black
and white.
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Oregon Trail Lesson Plan ‘ g
s g
Preparation ‘Lij ﬂ'.'yl
g # Print out a vocabulary board for each student to use throughout unit ] !
g o Laminate or place in page protector * i
3
~T S
“ The lesson plans contain:

% Book
o Print out, laminate, and bind

o OR your students can listen to the pre-recorded version

* oczbulary cards
o Print out a set of cards onto cardstock and laminate
o Mzke one set for each student and !als:u one for the teacher to use in | Spy

| Ny Overall tips for teaching

Preassessment (Do day 1 bsfors starting lesson)
Choose the form of the assessment that best fits the learning level of your students

& Cive the assessment to assess what your students may already know

# | cannot emphasize encugh how important this step 5. 1f you want to ses

gronarth, this preassessment s 50 important!!
students with significant

Teadhing Tips
1. Jodor Coding this is a really easy way to add more structure to 2 matching
activity. Ouitline or color inan empty bos or sorting label. Outline or color n
;. Becomes 2 color matching n eed S

the comresponding picture symbols the same colors

task.

a. For more info, read more hers:
https:/specialneedsforspecialkads. org 201 5/0%05 Ausing-color-coding-for-
differentiation/

b. | also have a blog post on differentiating one activity 3 ways e
hl":ﬁ (fspecialneedsforspecialkads. org 20181022 /differentiating-1-activity-

Fwanys-easihy-and-effectivelyy _r__.h-—:’f_
2. Make you own copies of the activities. Every day | review the activity we did R
| i yesterday. For that reason: mf;/f
a. | often complete the activity myself and often laminated it for easy review
that | could use year after year. j .
b
It

II |
b. My copies were also helpful as either a modsl for students who needed
more support or as a way for more advanced students to self-check their

ke

| |
| | ﬁ
waork.
3. Jptions for Use: Turm any activity into a reusable file folder -El'_'tl'u"l'l":." I:.b':.r
‘? s
[P T

| @y )
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Quick Look
Day Activity Day Activity
» Book Book
1 o Vocab cards intro 5 Vocab cards activity
e Circle map Writing Prompt
» Book Book
5 e Vocab cards activity 2 Vocab cards cut and
o Circle map Sudoku puzzle
» Book Book
3 e Vocab cards activity o Vocab cards cut and
o Map of trail Weord Search
*» Eock EBcck
4 o Vocab cards activity 9 Vocab cards activity
* Dangers on the trail Close worksheet
Book Assessment
3 Vocab cards activity 10
Yorting activities

The lesson plans contain:

A quick ook at what you
will do each day

ﬁﬁi@
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Adtivity Motes Materials “*?_a,,.a.;‘
- . L
Eead or listen * Read through the story, asking lots of * Book 523 %

to a recording questions *  ocabulary

of the book: *  Continue to make connections between board 2 o

(10 minutes) book and wocabulary board EJ

Vocabulary #  Olue the cut apart symbols to the paper * Vocabulary , v
cards Bean Bag plates (one on =sach plate) cards The leSSOn pla nS Conta ' n-
Toss *  Arrange them around the room * Vocabulary

Students toss the bean bag trying to get it to cards cut apart
#  Small paper

(10 minutes)

land on a paper plate
o Students retrieve the paper plate and plates (youw
chare the vocabulary card they alsouse p v v v
etrieved of cons Detailed instrouctions on
paper)
* Eean bag: I
Dangers review | *  Review the adivity completed yesterday » Activity hOW that dag S leSSO n
(S minutes) completed
vesterday
borting activity | ®*  3tudents will sort itemns whether they would | » Workshest ShOUld rUn
(10 minutes) be considered a necessity or not, knowing »  Scissors
there is very limited space in the wagon #  Clue -
# Llse the color-coding if neaded N
* Make connections to the bock a: neceszary —
Sharing * Fach student shares their finished worksheet | ® Completed ﬁf“f
(10 minutes) with the group using the communication wiorksheet \
method of their choice *  Communication f 5
devices o
l.' f || . ,a,i":‘{kL“;‘i:ﬁa*ﬁr“ 'i || F'B:; M‘h *%
! : | ‘ '?T',t | ! - | TR
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e \locabulary boards are
; ; E'l great for ALL students to
i__:%h livestock farms pinoeers aSS'St W'th part,c,pat,on
T ] and engagement in group
CAghy 2000 | |
j cholera miles necessities d'SCUSS'OnS
| ( 2 Tips on how to use in the
| repeat that I ':_; 1’ |
|II |;" | | B, ’%111 : Ur”t
o T A
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There is a 25 page book
with this unit using simple
text and photos.

It was another explorer, John Jacob Astor, who found
a wide, low and safe way to get through the Rocky

Mountamns. He called it South Pass.
W S 3

dlde”

- 1

Wagon trains were groups of wagons that traveled mn a long, |t CO m eS "n a pdf Ve rS "O n aS
straight line. At night, they would all form a circle in order -
make a safe area for everyone inside of the wagons. .
well as a voice recorded
v |
| powerpoint (So you don't
[ [
have to print it out.)
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South Pass missionaries

I' Wide, flat pass through the Rock Mountains 1 Religious people sent to a place to spread
| found by John Jacob Astor. ! the idea of Christianity.

<
™
S T

There are 12 vocabulary
cards that come in color

Oregon Trail i crops

Plants grown by farmers as food for people

2000 miles trail that went from Missouri to .
and animals.

Oregon Country through the middle of the US.

r :
My :
; black and whit
; and black and white.
i !
#
F I
L & i
prairie schooner necessities
Smaller wagon easier for oxen to pull Things like food, water, and clot
with a cover that locked like a boat sail. needed to stay alive.

: . Included are suggestions for
? group activities to do with
 hometed these each day.

Crooves worn in the ground from the Land given to a person by the / T
covered wagons. X government to live on and farm.




r 2000 miles trail that went from Missouri to
My Oregon Country through the middle of the US.
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South Pass

| Wide, flat pass through the Rock Mountains

found by John Jacob Astor.

Oregon Trail

livestock

wagon train

X N o

missionaries

Religious people sent to a place to spread
the idea of Christianity.

crops

Plants grown by farmers as food for peo
and animals.

pioneers
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A virus that killed many pioneers an
was spread through dirty water.

Religious pecple sent to a place to
spread the idea of Christianity.

Smaller wagon easier for oxen to pull
with a cover that looked like a boat
sail.

People who are first to explore or
settle in a new area,

Flants grown by farmers as food for
people and animals.

Grooves worn in the ground from the
covered wagons.

ATHRN e s

P On days 6&7 there s an

activity where students will
match either the picture to
the definition or the
definition to the picture
(harder).




There are 2 g circle maps.

Circle maps are a great way for
students to see the concept at a
glance. There are 2 versions:
e Oneiserrorless
e One has wrong answers
mixed in students will have
to set aside
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1. Color in Missouri blue.
2. Color in Oregon yellow.

—  3.Trace the Oregon Trail

There are is a map that
allows students to color in
the start and end as well
as trace the Oregon Trail.
There is a version with
colored outlines added.
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"+ Thereis a collage students
~ can make to show the
main dangers pioneers

I faced on the Oregon Trail.
" This is an errorless
| activity.

Aj, |

+ S




LURRE s R o
% e e pa” 7

Ou o  There is a sorting activity.
Students will decide if

each objects would have
been considered a
nhecessity or not. There
are suggestions on how to
add color coding for more
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Life on the Oregon Trail | ‘;
| | dr j f '%-ﬂ’ |
|'| ggz-fam:ly left for Oregon Country months 'i;l S #-.,
l_% w A e T
Z- We took lots of with us. gl | :f g{fiu /rrj/ 5);;;“J
s ) TN : -
A — ‘r{:zf‘” - There is a writing prompt where
- I " nowtmes a students write g story about
{ 12345 . )
I S what it would have been like to

travel with their family on the
Oregon Trail. This is an errorless
activity that students can do
more than one time.

It was
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South Pass
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There is a Sudoku puzzle
in this unit as well. This is
a great way to work with
the new vocabulary!!
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There are 2 versions plus
answer keys.
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search to work with
vocabulary. If your
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Oregon Trail

students cannot do a

word search, have them

highlight the circle words
on the answer key.
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necessities wagon train South Pass

missionaries

pioneers schooner

homestead

livestock

ruts

cholera

crops
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Oregon Trail
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South Pass
schooner

wagon train
pioneers
ruts

necessities
homestead

cholera

missionaries
livestock

crops
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|‘ 1. The Oregon Trail was

|

f; 2. It took most families about

|
%l
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5. The pioneers traveled in long

waest,

4, There were many

|

TR T e S O

Oregon Trail

3. People thought farming and life would be

miles long.
months to make the trip.

in the

along the trail.

for safety.

dangers

W

wagaon train

Oregon Trail

&. The I:I was the type of wagon most used.

| ,;IT,%J

" Close worksheet are a great

~informal assessment. This unit
has 10 questions that review

the Oregon Trail.

7. The biggest danger was cholera which came from dirty

8. Families could only bring

beside the wagons.

9. Children often

10. You can still see the

covered wagons.

due to space.

Answer key included.

in the ground from the all the
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1. How long would it take to travel the 2000 miles of the
Oregon trail? e

x| " FINALLY the

2. What 2@ pioneers traviz-l in? — HSSeSSment” There are 3
= ~versions. This version has

3. Circle the things you think would be packed onto the wagon. . '
10 questions with 3

8 X @ @

picture choices for each

4. Pioneers thought Oregon country would be:

Y| ~ uestion.

i
easy and better difficult terrible

S

dried meal

5. How would they arrange the wagons while traveling?
sy :
o o W A Fo|e Answer keg ihcluded.

spread out Wagon train ina nangle

ii‘hﬁ
¥

T | o 5 s
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Print onto cardstock or mount on index cards. Cut pictures 'ﬂk’“‘v ‘”J
. . ; » 4|
apart and show student answer choices for each question. ,;’ x M

r7L\ s ;Q@ﬁ With this version, you cut
out the answer choices

- \;‘-:L ;1
3 :.
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o - and glve them on index
= s
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cards. Ask the student
the question, and they
. point to the correct
ﬁ'ﬁﬁi& . answer.

spread apart wagon train in a triangle

| 8

|II z *M K -"/ﬁwf

I| '3’._ 2
| | cholera }’} o |
| ., T AN
S i
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P omop s
1. How long would it take to travel the 2000 miles of the ;’j““ M
Oregon trail? [ i |
A. One week ; S v e 0, 0
B. One year r___ - Th'S 'S gour trad't'0n8|
C. 5 months ’

2. What did the pioneers travel in? mU|tip|e ChO'.Ce VerS"On- It

A. Jeep
B. Prairie schooner

¢ Thai can also be vsed as a

3. Circle the things you think would be packed onto the wagon.

A. Dried t D. painti
2 Coffee | £, Bowiing ball recordi ng sheet if gour
C. Axe F. Rifle
4. Pi thought O t ld be: 1 h
Ene;;*; ai:gbeﬂeiegon country would be StUd entS a re US(“Q t e
B. Diff.icuEt , , ,
C. terible - ~version with index cards.
5. How would they arrange the wagons while traveling?
A. Spread out
B. Wagon train A=
C. In a triangle e P
#
f
| s % ™,
f ‘-}'}m— | [ % | %
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Watch the
movie on the

Oregon Trail.

| A 4
& 3 4
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That did not mean the 2000-mile journey was easy or safe.
The biggest dangers were mjuries and disease. One m ten
travelers would die before ever reaching thewr destination.

This unit also has
digital activities.
There is 9 movie

version of the
books Students

can listen to read
aloud.
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Look at the pictures below and place them in the
circles showing the dangers the pioneers faced on

the Oregon Trail.

b
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The digital
activities have
students click
and drag their
answers.
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1. The Oregon Trail was

2. It took most families about

Oregon Trail

miles long.

3. People thought farming and life would be in the

west.

4. There were many | along the trail.

5. The pioneers traveled i

for safety.

n lnn;|
b

months to make the trip.

| sentences.

5

2000

~
&
&

b
l..l'

» 4
5

: Use the pictures in the empty boxes to finish the

There are 2 sets
of slides. One set
has color-coding
for more support.
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der. You will need to unzip the folder to

00 ThlS resource comes in a zipped fo
" ~ access all the contents which include:

® 10 days of lesson plans
e The Oregon Trail activities in color
e The Oregon Trail War in black and white

* \Joice-recorded PowerPoint show
e The Oregon Trail book (PowerPoint) to use with activities

e Links and directions to digital activities
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- Save money and get this unit as part of the

: I
3 WEr | M""""_liﬂrr.

Westward Expansion Bundle
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Westward-Expansion-BUNDLE-for-Special-Education-FREE-BONUS-6261334
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Westward-Expansion-BUNDLE-for-Special-Education-FREE-BONUS-6261334

