-
r L]
-

Maniac Magee
Novel Unit

35 comprehension
questions




" These novel units are
something | created and
started using in my
classroom. | had students
with significant
challenges and most were
non-readers (like my little
guy). They were the best
thing | ever did, and my
students LOVED them.
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This novel unit has 46

different activities.

There is 1activity for
each chapter that is NOT
comprehension based. So,

even If your students do
hot pay attention they
can still complete the

activity.



The Pickwells have spaghetti every 3 day. Look at the calendar
below. Place a picture of spaghetti every third day.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

10

11

For example, the Pickwells
have spaghetti every third
night. In this activity,
students will glue a
pictures of spaghetti to
show when the Pickwells

eat It.



Suggestions for Use

Suggestions on how |

found this activity worked
best in my classroom are

o overay et o, 0 s made up orovided. 1 typically had 6-

» Teaches students to sit quietly even when there isn’t
something for them to do. This is such an

important e &l We s have to spend time 8 students in grades K-5
interested in at some point. \ . . .
« Parents will LOVE you. Not only will they be W'th One adU|t aSS'Stant 'n
the room with me.

* | made this unit to go along with the book, Maniac
Magee, by Jerry Spinelli

» The thought is that you would be reading it aloud to
your class at a rate of about 1 chapter per day.

» Be sure to give each student their own copy of the
story board (pg. 8) to use while reading and discussing
the story.

excited their child is being exposed to age
appropriate material, but you are teaching them
how to sit quietly, which will hopefully transfer to
home as well.

» Even with your lowest level learners, you will have
1 or 2 that will truly enjoy the story.

* |t can be a calming experience to sit and listen to
the teacher read in a methodical way.




Maniac Magee
Novel Unit

for Special Education This entire novel unit
By

ChristaJoy Ccomes m 2 Sepa(‘ate flleS
Special Needs for Special Kids One 'S COmpletelg 'n COIOF
and one is completely in
black and white.
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Jeffrey-Maniac

Pennsylvania
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Mrs. Beale

Grayson
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Russell
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West End
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Finsterwald's

baseball
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baseball glove
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Cobble's Knot
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lonely
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railroad track

repeat that

| like that

@

| don't like that

Whr

| don't know

| need a break

" This unit comes with a
vocabulary board.

\/ocabulary boards are
great for ALL students to
assist with participation
and engagement in group
discussions.

Tips on how to use in the

uhit!!



What are some things you would find in Amanda’s
Encyclopedia on the Letter A?

s

Pl

armadillo ankle axe anchor the Ande
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astronaut applesauce apple avocado

Y

alligator

airport
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armadillo bumble bee axe anchor the Andes
Qe @ © %
astronaut applesauce apple avocado spider
o ST
alligator airport queen arcade ape
= ’
castle ankle apartment dragon asparagus

There are circle maps in
this unit. Although some
do not use actual circle.

Circle maps are a great
way for students to see
the big idea.




What are some things that get knots?

string

thread

jump rope

shoelace

&

@

string

shoelace

football

jump rope

Each circle map comes
with 2 choices:

An errorless option with
only correct answers

An option that has
wrong answers mixed in
students will need to set

& aside.



question

Grayson asks Maniac a lot of questions about his life in East
Bend. Look at the pictures on the next page and sort them into
those that are questions and those that are just statements.

2%

statement

Sort the following people into those you think are questions

versus statements.

If you are not sure, put it on the middle line.

i A

Where are you going?

@

| am thirsty.

What game do you
want to play?

What's your name?

| want a puppy.

L4
q

Why are you leaving?

il
| live in the city.

-
f

Let's go home.

2,

What's that?

iy 5

A\

| see you're busy.

When will | see you?

| am angry.

! <@
What do you
want to eat?

o8

There are sorting
activities.

Directions on how to add
color coding for
differentiation is included.




Maniac gives Piper a compass for his birthday. Using the
compass, determine which one in north, south, east and
west of Piper.

There are matching
activities.

Canada

'

Pickwell family

Directions on how to add
color coding for
differentiation is included.

2

Beale farmily Pickwell family Mexico Canada




The best thing about home

home.

One thing | love about home lives there with me.

That is also where my

My favorite thing to do at home is

The best part about home is the way it . @
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There are several writing
prompts in this unit. This
IS an errorless activity
that allows students to
write their own story and
share it with the class.




Equality =

=0 0-0 -6

Ve are all equal. equality equality equality

0=00=0 | ©-
Boys and girls are equal.

equality equality equality

(1

Because there are so
many activities, you can
choose the ones that fit
your students the best.

People with different color skin are equal.

The McNab home is not like any other Maniac has seen
before. What are some things he found in the home?

People born in different places are equal.

Whatever your beliefs/religion we are equal.

Everyone deserves to be treated as an equal.

peanut butter
on floor



What are some things that made Maniac a legend?

barefoot
through dump,

Trace the path Jeffrey ran through Pennsylvania.

Look at the scene below. Circle all the things you see 2

of.

Hollidaysburg

I

Two M

ills

Piper and Russel are often doing things that are not safe.
Color in those things you think are safe choices green and

those that are not safe choices red.

play with matches

b

wear a bike helmet

play on tracks

listen to directions

hit others

7

look before
crossing street

i
1
i
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clean up

play in the street

run with scissors

use a pot holder

%f

hide in the trunk

do not touch

. @\
=

lifeguard

poke a beehive

/3

)

throw rocks

wear seat belt

follow the rules

>

chase a bear




11. VWhy did Mrs. Beale hit Maniac?

trashtalkimg | |  yeling

8

dogs | | name
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13. What makes Maniac different from everyone else in the

neighborhood?

hair jeans
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inally this unit does come with

35 comprehension questions.
These chapters were so short, |
had a hard time coming up with

3-5 for each
have a key ¢
chapter eac

one. So, instead |
nat tells you which

) question comes

from. Each question has 3
pictures choices.

. Answer Key included!!
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https://specialneedsforspecialkids.org/2020/04/27/no-scissors-allowed/

