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This unit was created with
this guy in mind. He has
autism and an intellectual
disability. He is a non-
reader, and [oves a good
story. With some support he
iS able to do this unit, and
enjoys the challenge. Heis
my tester!!
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In separate files, you will find:
Lesson plan
Group activities
Voice recorded PowerPoint
Links and directions to digital activities
PowerPoint (this is the book in the lesson plan)

Activities in black and white

This unit has 15 days of activities
that will guide students through
how to recognize the main idea of
a story.

The unit is separated into 2 files,
one in color and one in black and
white.
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The activities are scaffolded:

e Which one does not belong?
e \What do they have in common?
* Finding supporting details when given the main ¥
idea of popular/well know stories
e Find the main idea and supporting details in a

short story provided
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This unit comes with a
vocabulary board.

>

4@ fe a \/ocabulary boards are great
— | for ALL students to assist with
ImEm. ord vord v, participation and engagement
- in group discussions.
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repeat that | like that | don't like that | don't know | need a break T"pS On hOW tO Use "n the Un"t”
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The main idea of a story ties all the elements and §
details in the story together. It is what the author is &5 .

trying to tell you about a certain topic.

q |

There is a book with this unit
using simple text and photos. It

2 o " ACEN\ S 35 pages and goes through
i = Supporting details can also be the setting of the ' .
S story. When and where it takes place adds to the hOW tO ﬁnd the main 'dea

main idea.

4 dEriass waissig

It comes in PowerPoint as well
as a movie file (So you don't
have to print it out.)
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characters E summary | .
Beneie i fh p ) Relates the overall sequence of events ! author main ldea
pie inine Smrdvefa[}[. e 8 spporiing that hapzpened In the story:. Usually — The person who writes the story. The overall message the author is trying to
5 B GRS SenEREs: :E tell the reader about the story.
—
=
S
____________________________ e
illustrations topic supporting details settins
Pictures in the story or on the cover. ' What the story is about.
: Things in the story that help build the main ; When and where the st
idea. !
7 l | J
- | - students will use every day for
characters summary

a group activity. Thereisalso a
cut and paste activity.




There is a circle map on main idea.

Circle maps are a great way for
students to see the concept at a
glance. There are 2 versions:
e b e mep ONLIFtheyan e Oneiserrorless
e (One has wrong answers mixed in
students will have to set aside
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sweel peas

There are several activities
that work on building skills to
help find the main idea. This
one has students identify which
pictures does not belong.




k Find and match the characteristic the 3 objects all have in - S p
: C n te 2

This activity has students
identify what 3 objects
have in common.
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Find the supporting details for each main idea below.

Nemo found out there was a lot to
learn about in the big ccean.

Buzz and Wood teamed up to save
the toys and be reunited with
Andy.

James escapes from his wicked
aunts in a giant peach and makes
all kinds of new friends along the
way.

The man and the old woman made
a pot of delicious soup staring with
only a stone.

Little Red Riding Hood learned to
never talk to strangers when
walking in the words to
grandmother’s house,

Rudolph’s nose saved the day
when it was too foggy for Santa to
drive his sled.

Match the supporting details to the main ideas on th
previous page.

A

This activity gives students the
main idea of a popular story, and
students find 3 supporting details.



Overdue

Once there was a girl named Maya who loved reading books. She
borrowed some books from the library and read them at home. But
as days went by, she forgot to bring the books back to the library.
When she finally remembered, the librarian told her that she had to
pay a fine because the books were late.

With a little sigh, Maya handed over the dollar to the librarian. From
that day on, she made sure to always bring her books back to the

library before they were due.

What is the main idea of this story?

-

Maya had to pay a fine
because her book
was overdue

Maya loves 10 read. Maya wenl to the library.

Circle the details that supportthe main idea.

==
—|a @

fine fairy tale return book

Finally, students will read or listen
to a short story and identify the
main idea and supporting details.
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Place the following images in the empty squares on the
previous page, completing the sudoku puzzle.

characters TOpiC

[?]

supporting details illustration

setting

summary

Main Idea
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summary author
title
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main idea

topic

There are vocabulary
puzzles for students to
review the new
vocabulary introduced
in the unit.



Main ldea

1. The main idea tells you about the

2. The main idea is what the

3. The

the main idea.

4, Sometimes, the main idea is introduced in the

5. The author will add lots of

on the cover of the book can give you a clue tc

of the book.

want you to know.

to make the story more

interesting.
title: topic supporting details first authaor

sentence

Main ldea

6. The
and where to story occurs.

7. You can tell someone the main idea in

8. The pictures or

to the main idea.

9. You can also look for words that are
main idea.

10. The main idea is the overall

is important to the main idea and tells you »

are also supporting deta

as a clue to th

the author wants you to

know
ord word word
ord word word
ard word weord *
ord word word
repeated setting message illustrations

Close worksheets are a great
informal assessment. There
are two worksheets that cover
the main idea and supporting
details.

Answer key included.
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. 1. The main idea is the overall what? wemm  Print onto cardstock or mount on index cards. Cut pictures P —
— apart and show student answer choices for each question. -
i 0,0 —
- ® —
MEssa faal sedti
e o g o a5
2. The setting, characters, and mood of the book are examples =
of: memmm—
/
i 2 = 6
fopacs s.ugglnall'lr;ng desk ilems - ,@ i
‘-‘-‘"’““l
3. You can look at what on the cover to get clues to the main . st ] [
e ok | | =~ Finally, there is a 10-
—) & i ,_:; characters weather main idea :_ ]
author's name Color i '
4. The main idea can be told to someone 1. The main idea is the overall what? q UeSt ' O n a SSeSS| ) ) e n t . | t
~ A, Message
5 1 I B. Feeling ’ ’ ’
824 | [ seting comes (n 3versions wit
) _ 2. The setting, characters, and mood of the book are examples
5. The general subject of the book is the: of: E
B A. Topics b b
. 2 g B. Supporting details p'CtU reS a n O n e t a t 'S
'-‘ - } C. Desk items ¢
fopc mainides 3. You can look at what on the cover to get clues to the main
S g ng Hood Rudt .. s . .
- traditional multiple choice
B. Color -
C. Title
4. The main idea can be told to someone in:
A. 5 sentences
B. 1 sentence
C. Paragraph y
5. The general subject of the book is the: r\
A, Topic n e eg 'nC U e .
B. Main idea
C. Setting
&. Circle all the supporting details in the 3 Little Pigs: .
A, Bad wolf D. Pig 3 ¥Rl
B. Pigl E. Coffee = -
C. Pig2 F. Brick house
o™




This resource comes in a zipped folder. You will need to unzip the folder to
access all the contents which include: ’
-

e 15 days of lesson plans

e Color version of activities

e Black and white version of activities

 Finding the Main Idea book (PowerPoint) to use with activities
* Digital versions of activities

T Ny

g



The characters also add supporting details to the I
main idea. Who does what when in the story is
- important and is part of the overall message the

I author is trying to send. This unit also has 54
‘ google slides. This
includes a movie
version of the book.

I Watch the

» movie on Main
s ldea




great for review
——

Circle the main idea and
supporting details of the
story.

Sarah took her dog Max to the vet. Max wagged his tail as they went inside. The vet, Dr. Brown,
checked Max's ears and teeth. Max was brave and didn't bark.

Dr. Brown listened to Max's heart and looked at his fur. "Max is healthy," she said with a smile and gave

Max a treat. Sarah was happy to hear that. There are 2 SetS Of
slides (27 in each set).

What is the main idea of this story?

Ml woipfil B 1Pl )
ol Tl @ ehatk g hliix i & el ey Safah Fdid b dag

Circle the details that support the main idea.

=dIE S

wag brave lzash Dr. Brown
AN ﬁ’ %
injection treat fur listen to heart
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The young raccoon was nervous
about going to school until his
mom gave him a kiss to keep in his
hand.

| The princess was able to escape

from the castle by allowing the
prince to use her long hair to help
free her.

AbO','SIE':S on a train to the Morth
Pole and learms that Santa is real.

A doctor leams to talk to animals
and goes to Africa to save a troop
of sick monkeys.

Mr. Popper realizes that penguins

really should live at the North Pole,

50 he moves there with them

Simba realizes he must returmn home

to take back control of the jungle
from his evil uncle, Scar.

Find the supporting details of each main idea.
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The second set is
differentiated using
color. They have students
click and drag pictures to
manipulate.



e ——

SAVE MONEY AND GET THIS UNIT
AS PART OF THE STORY ELEMENTS
BUNDLE
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Story-Elements-Bundle-for-Special-Education-17-weeks-7-Units-7237050

