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These novel units are something |
created and started using in my
classroom. | had students with
significant challenges and most

were non-readers . They were the

best thing | ever did, and my
students LOVED them.
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This novel unit has 55
different activities. These
activities are NOT
comprehension-based. So,
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Benefits of onion juice

49




When an animal or plant dies in the wild, it will decay
and sink into the earth. This is a natural process that
helps recycle nutrients into a form the environment can
use. Ower time more mud and dirt piles on top of the
animal’s body and ends up dissolving it. leaving behind
an impression where the bones once were. This
impression can be seen in the stones and dried mud that
has hardened over time. This impression is called a fossil.

Fossils are one way we have learned about plants and
animals that no longer are alive on the earth. Fossils can
take hundreds, thousands, or even millions of years to
form. Certain scientists, called paleontologists. dig up.
find and identify fossils.

Answer the following questions about fossils.
1. Fossils are often very:
J
2. Scientists that find and identify fossils are called:
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Fossils form in:

For example, students will read a
fact sheet about what a fossil is
and then answer some questions
concerning what they learned.

Not all animals and plants that die become fossils.
Conditions have to be just right. That is why if you ever
find one, you should be excited. It is a rare find!
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A fossil can be a:
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5. Who found a fossil in the book, Holes?
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* | made this unit to go along with the book, Holes by
Louis Sachar.

* The thought is that you would be reading it aloud to
your class at a rate of about 1 chapter per day.

* Be sure to give each student their own copy of the
story board (pg. 10) to use while reading and
discussing the story.

» Benefits of reading out loud, even to classes made up
of severely affected students:

Suggestions for Use

« Teaches students to sit quietly even when there isn’t
something for them to do. This is such an
important life skill. We all have to spend time
sitting and listening to someone we are not that
interested in at some point.

:
Suggestions on how | found
this activity worked best in

Parents will LOVE you. Not only will they be Suggestions for Use

excited their child is being exposed to age v

Rk R e i gt el ey my classroom are provided.

home as well. corresponds to the number of pages you intend to

» Even with your lowest level learners, you will have read. Remove a post-it as you finish each page. ~
1 or 2 that will truly enjoy the story. visual will help lessen their anxiety.

’
» It can be a calming experience to sit and listen to + As you finish each chapter, there is an activity foi | t '(J\a I I ha d 6-8 St U d e n tS
the teacher read in a methodical way. students to complete.

Differentiation:
+ For any activity, you can quickly differentiate for

i v with one adult assistant in
the room with me.

color and them outline the corresponding pictures
the same color.

* Becomes a matching task.

| purposefully did not include an assessment in this unit,
because | did not feel that would be the goal of reading
a higher level novel over such an extended pericd of
time. Instead. you should be focused on shaping and
teaching the behavior of sitting.
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Holes \
Novel Unit for Special | |
Education

This entire novel unit
comes in 2 separate files.
One is completely in color
and one is completely in
black and white.

By
ChristaJJoy
Special Needs for Special Kids




This unit comes with a
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Tips on how to use in the
unit!!



There are many animals that live in the desert. Complete

the circle map below showing what animals you may

e

find there.

desert

Place the following in the circle map on the previous
page ONLY IF you think they would be found in the

=

desert.
Desert Animals
g E |
| coyote armadillo )| seahorse )| rattlesnake
i !! ™y "
. owl )l mouse camel J| oclopus
© T N
horse | lizard couga ) fox
hawk gorilla tarantula

LN

/

camel

lizard

rattlesnake

N\

" r
tarantula

N

>

armadillo

NG

bobcat

s
)

mouse

AN

cougar

There are circle maps in this
unit. Circle maps are a great
way for students to see a big
(dea.
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Many of the characters in this book have nicknames.
Complete the circle map below with some of the
characters we meet in this chapter noting their nickname.

Place the following in the circle map on the previous

page.
BIECRECRE
£ 2|2 |&
w Y A
X-ray (Rex) Zero Magnet (Jose) ?Egﬁg}?
e ~ ~ ®
A i w
Armpi e e = = Mr. P ki
{Thé?ﬂre; Zig Zag (Ricky)|| Squid (Allan) || M" “jgﬁnﬁ"s '

Place the following in the circle map on the previous
page ONLY IF you think they were a main character in

the story.

% 1

\__santaclaus  J{Mr Pendanski (Mom) [|Little rea Tiding nooa)| Zig Zag (Ricky)

LI

Armpit (Theodore) || Barf Bag (Lewis) )| Magnet (Jose) pirata

¥ 888

leprechaun Zero Squid (Allan) x-ray (Rex)

B0

AP

= 80

Each circle map comes with 2
choices:

An errorless option with only
correct answers

An option that has wrong
answers mixed in students
will need to set aside.



Camp GCreen Lake,

Camp Green Lake is not like a normal summer camp.
Sort the activities on the following page into those that
would be done at a normal camp and those done at

Sort the following activities into the correct column on
the previous page.
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dig holes arts and crafts | work hard ]| canoeing

sing songs )|
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smores

¢

swim

¥

campfire |
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guards

& *a -
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wake up at 4:30
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L ishing )
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"cold shower
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There are sorting activities.

Directions on how to add color
coding or a separate
differentiated version is

included.




Trouble is brewing
Since X-ray did not tell the truth about where the gold
tube was found, the digging has not led to more
treasures being found. The warden is getting mad. Look
at each picture below. Clue a T in the box if you think it
will lead to trouble. Glue an OK symbol if you don't
think it will not lead to trouble.

There are matching

A=

cheat

activities.

wash dishes

study

Directions on how to add

make a mess

color coding or a separate

wrap present

e S o difterentiated version is
included.

will be okay.




The boys at Camp Green Lake had to dig a hole that is 5 feet
deep and 5 feet wide every day. They use their shovels to

measure. Label the holes below with the correct size, :
Red rimmed eyes

Black teeth

Live in holes
Poisonous

Look at the treasure map below. Start at the pond and
trace the path and then record where the treasure is.

Choose the correct preposition and correct location of
the treasure chest.

behind beside

+

on

under

)

The treasure is the

¢

Live in the desert

6-10 inches long

The boys do not find any more treasures because they
are digging in the wrong place. Look at the following

holes. Place an X on the ones the boys should digin to
find a treasure.

Elya W
her fatl
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ensure Elya will have a big enough pig.

Because there are
S0 many activities,
you can choose the
ones that fit your
students the best.

Place an X on the one things Elya does NOT do and
leads to years of bad luck.

w‘r I K
R - .
= ~f b
.o i +
| =\ 4
- take Madame \
:ﬁ;nﬁ'gtﬁgm Zeroni up to drink camy !genﬁilg up sing lullabye to
from stream and pig
sing to her

-




1.

Does Camp Creen Lake sound like a nice place to visit?

% [o¥ [#

] | o ks

2. Who goes to Camp Creen Lake?

& 4

bad boys reod kads

F

¥ SCouts

3. Who does Stanley’s family blame for all their bad luck?

g h

presidend mom freal greal

4. Why is Stanley going to Camp Creen Lake?

€4

cheating

£

figrbng

]

stealng

5. What will Stanley have to do each day?

W £ €

heke g i Pl Laundry

&. Why won't anyone run away from Camp Green Lake?

laxy

fenc

7. What do all the boys

nicknamis

call each other at Camp Greer

#

Pl

8. What is Mr. Pedanski’s nickname?

&

by

&

Dac

9. What was Stanley accused of stealing?

&

PLIEa

=

SN

10. How did Stanley get

the shoes?

-

Hoandd them

i

@rren 1o hm
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This unit does come with
comprehension questions. There
are questions for every chapter.
Each question has 3 picture
choices. They are in color and
black and white.

Answer key included!




| realize there will be some

students out there unable to do
cutting activities. 1 have a blog
post with ways to complete
activities without a pair of
scissors!!
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https://specialneedsforspecialkids.org/2020/04/27/no-scissors-allowed/

