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This unit was created with
this guy in mind. He has
autism and an intellectual
disability. He is a non-
reader, and loves the sound
of piano keys. With some
support he is able to do this
unit, and enjoys the
challenge. He is my tester!!
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e ~ This unit contains over
120 pages of material. |
P S have included a detailed
6975 | ot e Detastion e lesson plan to help you
make the most of
P Clseorest e evergthing in this unit

including how to add some
group activities.

In a separate files there are:
» lesson plan
» voice recorded PowerPoint
» Directions and links to digital activities

The Picture Communication 5

Worldwide. Used with permission.




Declaration of ;’depee
Lesson Plan

Preparation

Preassecsment (do day 1 befors starting lesson)

Tesdhing Tips
L

-

Print cut a vocabulary board for each student to use throughout unit

o Laminate or place in page protector
Book

o Print out, laminate, and bind

o OR your sudents can listen to the pre-recorded wversion
Vocabulary cards

o Print out a set of cards onto cardstock and laminate

o Maks one set for each student and one for the teacher to wse in 1 Spy
ERImes

Choose the form of the assessment that best fits the lsarming level of your studsnts

Sive the asssssment 1o asssss what your students may alresdy know

| carmot emphasize encugh how important this step is. 1 you want to sse
gronwth, this preassessment is 5o important!!

Covor Coding: this is a really easy way to add mores structurs to 2 matching
activity. Outline or color in an empty bow or sorting label. Cutline or color in
the comresponding picture symbols the same colors. Becomes 2 color matching
task.

a. For more info, read more here:
https:/fspecialneedsforspeciallads org/ 201 5/05%/05 fJusing-color-coding-for-
differentiation,”

b. | also have a blog post on differentiating one activity 3 ways:
https:/fspecialnesdsforpeciallads crg/2018/10,/2 2 /differentiating-1-activity-
F-ways-easihy-and-effectivelyy’

. Make youw own copies of the activities. Every day | review the activity we did

yesterdzy. For that resson:
a. | often complate the activity myself and often laménated it for easy rewview
that | could use yesr sfter year.
b. My copies were also helpful as either a model for students who nesded
rmiore support or as a way for more advanced students to self-check their
ok

The lesson plans contain:

Overall tips for teaching
students with significant

needs




Quick Look

i The lesson plans contain:

A quick look at what you

will do each day

Activity
* Book * Book
I |* “ocab cards activity * ‘ocab cards cut and paste
* Circle map .
* Book * Book
2 | * Vocab cards activity * Vocab card: activity
#* |nalienable word map *  _|oze worksheet
* Book * Book
3 * Vocab cards activity * Vocab card: activity
* Patc of the Declaration of .
Independence
* Book #  Acsessment
* VYocab cards activity
4 | » Pursuit of Happiness collage
* Book
5 |* Vocab cards cut and paste
*  Sudoku puzzle




Day &
Activity

Read or listen Read through the story, asking lots of Book

to a recording questions Vocabulary
of the book Continue to make connections bebween board

(10 minutes) book and vocabulary board

Vocabulary Clue the cut apart symbels to the paper Vocabulary
cards Bean Bag plates (one on each plate) cards

Toss Arrange them around the room Vocabulary

(10 minutes) Students toss the bean bag trying to get it to cards cut apart
land on a paper plate Small paper
Students retrieve the paper plate and share plates (you can
the vocabulary card they retrieved also use pisces
of construction
paper)
|  Bean bags
Close Review the worksheset completed yesterday Workshest
worksheat completed
review vesterday
(5 minutes)
Close _omplete the second close workshests Book {if needed
Workshest Use color coding if needed (see note on for students to
(10 minutes) page | for more information) find answers)
This is your first real chance to begin Vocabulary
assessing if wour students are making board
connections to the material. Close
wiorksheet
Scissors
Slus
_Shan'ng Each student shares one of their finished _ompletad
(10 minutes) close worksheets wiorksheets

_ommunication
devices

The lesson plans contain:

Detailed instructions on
how that day's lesson
should run
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Independence freedom Britain taxes colonists
Committee of 5 write unanimous Jefferson right tc
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right to liberty right to happiness Inalienable government Fourth of July
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repeat that
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vocabulary board.

\/ocabulary boards are
great for ALL Students to
assist with participation
and engagement in group
discussions.

Tips on how to use in the
unit!!



The preamble also states 3 inalienable rights that all s . %« ‘ ‘ '
people have. These are rights each person 1s born with i Z LR e There 'S 8 bOOk W'th th'S
and cannot be taken or given away. 3o '*__' g ' , , ,

acte:. A8 unit using Simple text and

. photos. Itis32pagesandis
% an overview of the

| Finally, tl;.le ;llird ilalienable right 1s the I‘lh to 4 DQC'H rat'. O n Of

pursuit of happiness. This means that every person F
the right to be happy. And each person gets to deo

that for themselves. What makes you happy may 1 I n d e pe n d e n C e .

make someone else happy, and that 1s okay.

Both come in pdf versions as
well as a voice-recorded
powerpoints (so you don't have

to print it out.)
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Declaration of Independence taxes

Money paid to the government that
is added on to the price of the
product or service.

Important document signed on July 4,
1776, that explained why the colonists
wanted freedom from Britain.

There are 12 vocabulary
cards that come in color
and black and white.

Parliament

Continental Congress

Government in Great Britain. GCroup of delegates from each colony
that met in Philadelphia to make

decisions for the colonists.

V2. NV o WV AN

preamble inalienable

The beginning of the Declaration of
Independence that states the rights
we are all born with.

Cannot be taken or giy

P Included are suggestions for
l"\ group activities to do with
___________________________________________________________________________________ these each day

ratified

Freedom to do what you want and Approved through a voting process.

move where you want.
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Declaration of Independence

I
Important document signed on July 4, !
1776, that explained why the colonists :
wanted freedom from Britain. i

|
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Parliament

Government in Great Britain.

o

delegates
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Thomas Jefferson
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taxes

Money paid to the government that

is added on to the price of the
product or service.

Continental Congress

Group of delegates from each colony

that met in Philadelphia to make
decisions for the colonists.

o

Committee of Five

unanimous

ney paid to the government thai
_____ - added on to the price of the

product or service.

yroved through a voting process.

On days 5&6 there is an
activity where students will
match either the picture to
the definition or the
definition to the picture
(harder).

D

Wrote the Declaration of
ependence. Went on to become
e third president of the United

States.

Goverr,




Cut apart pictures and place in circle map about the

Declaration of Independence.

ool

preamble

f(

inalienable rights

right to life

1776

A

Committee of 5

Jeffersan

b

right to liberty

-

right to happiness

2=

freedom from
Britain

A7

Fourth r

Cut apart pictures and place in circle map ONLY IF they relate

to Declaration of Independence.

D

W
preamble Tony Blair right to life
@ ( ’
e S
Jeffersan rightto liberty | |right to happiness comics Fourth of July

fairy tale

f:’i

inalienable rights

LB

Morth Pale

freedom from
Bntain

A

Committee of 5

~ Thereisacircle map on the

Declaration of Independence.

Circle maps are a great way for

students to see the concept at a

glance. There are 2 versions:

e Oneiserrorless

® One has wrong answers
mixed in students will have
to set aside




What does inalienable

There is a word map to
help students understand
what the word inalienable
means.

A

inalienable

/, Special Needs for Special Kids
The Picture Communication Syml ©1981-2018 by Tabii Dynavox. All Rights Reserved
Worldwide. Usedwith permission. Boardmaker® is atrademark of Tobii Dynavox
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Place the pictures on the next page in the correct location
on the Declaration of Independence.

There is a sorting activity
to identify what is in the
two main parts of the
Declaration of
Independence

Christalo A
The Picture Communication Syr Bﬁ'\}ﬁ avox. All Rights Ressrved
Worldwide. Usedwith permissio ﬁ\gﬁ «Trademark of Tobii Dynavox
A




My Pursuit of Happiness

A
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Fill in the boxes on the previous page with some things
that are important in your pursuit of happiness.

vacation birthday

video games

family Christmas

recess

roller coaster

=it
-
@

present

field tip

Students will make a
collage showing things
that are important to
them when thinking about
happiness.




Declaration of Independence

Place the following images in the empty squares on the
previous page. completing the sudoku puzzle.

oy

e
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e 775 s Q) F° 1776 1776 @=» = There iS a Sudoku puzzle
LS = e @  inthisunitaswell. Thisis
é . a great way to work with
”&‘ é - s Declaration of Independence the neW VOCabUla rg”
iberty Jefferson | inalienable 1776 life
EF e &|@ |k

There are 2 versions plus
answer keys. %
3, !
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life

© 1776

happiness
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There is also a word
search to work with
vocabulary. If your

students cannot do a

highlight the circle words

word search, have them
on the answer key.

Declaration of Independence
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delegates Jefferson

Parliament

inalienable

colonies
liberty

happiness

unanimous

life

preamble
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Jefferson
ratified

delegates

Parliament

inalienable

colonies
liberty

happiness

unanimous

life

preamble




Declaration of Independence

1. The colonists wanted freedom from

. The colonists had to pay high and were often put in

jail for no reason.

3. The got together to decide who would write the
declaration.

was chosen to write the Declaration of Independence

. The Declaration of Independence was written in

Declaration of Independence

6. The Declaration of Independence states all men are

7. There are inalienable rights in the r

8. People have the right to N

9. was the only state not to ratify the Declaratio.

Independence

10. The Declaration of Independence was signed on

=4

New York

~ Close worksheets are a
great informal assessment.
There are two worksheets
that cover the main points
from the book.

Answer key included.




Version 1

Who did the colonists want freedom from?

R

Washington Great Britain Gemmany

i ;

FINALLY the
assessment!! There are 3
versions. This version has
10 questions with 3
picture choices for each
question.

2. Why did the colonists want freedom? (circle all)

g el A) 4
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high taxes weather unfair jailing had no say unfair they were rich

3. Who met to write the Declaration of Independence?

A

Committee of 5

colonists

4. Who wrote the Declaration of Independence?

R & €

Washington Jefferson Lincoln

5.

Where are the inalienable rights found in the
Declaration of Independence

B

preamble cover The End

i Answer key included.



Qs

Print onto cardstock or mount on index cards. Cut pictures
apart and show student answer choices for each question.

Version 2

preamble

cover

Q6

travel

out the answer choices
and glue them on index
cards. Ask the student
the question, and they
point to the correct
answer.



Version 3

7. The preamble also states that all men are what?
A. Equal
B. Rich
C. nice

8. True or False. All 13 states ratified the Declaration of
Independence.

A. True
B. False
C.

9. When was the Declaration of Independence signed?

A. 1850
B. 1599
C. 1776

10. True or False. You cannot take or give away inalienable rights.

A. True
B. False
C. ldon't know

- This is your traditional
multiple choice version. It
can also be used as a
recording sheet if your
students are using the
version with index cards.

| don't know
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My Pursuit of Happinss

b
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&Q) reamble

Choose from the picture below what is important
to you and makes you happy.

WM 6 Y

N
vacabon

birthday

| &<

video games

fiends

famuly

Christmas

recess

Main body

Sort the pictures in the correct location that they
appear in the Declaration of Independence.

This unit also has
28 google slides.
There are 2 sets
of slides (14 in
each set). The
second set (S
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King tased us inabenable nghts nght to ife King not \
- -
‘ . i
peaple can - ’
make changes night 1o Bberty right 10 happiness we have no Say
‘ }-
government
all men equal e 107 NG MeAson prolects pecpie

differentiated
using color.




to do cutting activities. |
have a blog post with ways

to complete activities
without a pair of scissors!!

All of the activities (except the
book) come in color and black
and white.



https://specialneedsforspecialkids.org/2020/04/27/no-scissors-allowed/

