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This unit was created with
this guy in mind. He has
autism and an intellectual
disability. He is a non-
reader, and has trouble
focusing for more than a
few minutes. With some
support he is able to do this
unit, and enjoys the
challenge. He is my tester!!




Cold War
Unit for Special
Education

This unit contains over
150 pages of material. |
have included a detailed
lesson plan to help you
make the most of
everything in this unit
including how to add some
group activities.

By
Christa Joy
Special Needs lor Special Kids
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The Cold War
Lesson Plan

Preparation

* Print out a vocabulary board for each student to use throughout unit
o Laminate or place in page protector

* Book
o Print out, laminate, and bind
o OFR your students can listen to the pre-recorded version

* ‘ocabulary cards
o Print out a set of cards onto cardstock and laminate

The lesson plans contain:

games
* Print the large timeline cards on cardstock and laminate.
o For additional ideas on how to use these, go to:
https://specialneedsforspecialkids.org/2018/06/13/making-a-life-sized-
timeline/

Overall tips for teaching
students with significant
heeds

Preassessment (do day 1 before starting lesson)

* Choose the form of the assessment that best fits the learning level of your students

¢ Give the assessment to assess what your students may already know

* | cannot emphasize enough how important this step is. If you want to see
growth, this preassessment is so important!!

Teaching Tips

1. Color Coding: this is a really easy way to add more structure to a matching
activity. QOutline or color in an empty box or sorting label. Cutline or color in
the corresponding picture symbols the same colors. Becomes a color matching
task.

a. For more info, read more here:
https://specialneedsforspecialkids.org/2015/09/05 /using-color-coding-for-
differentiation/

b. | also have a blog post on differentiating one activity 3 ways:
https://specialneedsforspecialkids.org/2018/10/2 2/differentiating-1-activity-
3-ways-easily-and-effectively/

2. Make you own copies of the activities Every day | review the activity we did

yvesterday. For that reason:




Quick Look

Day Activity Day Activity
« EBook « EBook

1 * Vocab cards 8 * Vocab cards activity
introduction ¢« (Cut and paste timeline
s (Circle map
« EBook « EBook
¢« Vocab cards activity 9 ¢« ‘ocab cards cut and paste
2 ¢ large timeline activity ’
L The lesson plans contain:
« Eook « Eook -
» Vocab cards activity 10 » Vocab cards activity
3 ¢ large timeline activity ¢ (Close worksheet
¢  Circle Map
* EBEook * EBEook
* Vocab cards activity 11 * Vocab cards activity
4 + lLarge Timeline e Close worksheet ’
A quick look at what you
« (Circle Map q
* Eook * Eook
* Vocab cards activity 12 | « VWocab cards activity !
5 ¢ large Timeline e Close worksheet W' | l d O ea C h d a 9
Activity

s Countries in the war

« EBook « EBook
6 » Vocab cards activity 12 | « Vocab cards activity
* large Timeline ¢+ (Close worksheet
Activity
+ Sorting activity
« Book ¢ Assassment
7 » Vocab cards activity
¢ large Timeline 14
Activity

*  Sorting activity




Day 2
Activity Motes Materials

Read or listen | e Read through the story, asking lots of e Book

to a recording questions * ‘ocabulary

of the book * Continue to make connections between board

(15 minutes) book and vocabulary board

Vocabulary * Determine how many cards your students » ocabulary
cards | Spy can handle in front of them. This can vary, cards (student
Game some students may be able to have all the set and teacher

(10 minutes)

Large Timeline
Cards
(10 minutes)

Circle map
review

{5 minutes)
Circle Map
(10 minutes)

Sharing
{10 minutes)

cards, so may only be able to handle a field
of 3-5
Discuss relevant points on the card
o You can also play this game in this
manner having them find the symbol
on their vocabulary board
Pass the cards out to the students and have
them arrange themselves in the correct order
o You can put index cards with the
date on the floor ahead of time, so
matches the date on their flashcard
Since this is the first time using these large
cads, | talk through the timeline for them.
Have each student step forward as you talk
about their card
Review the circle map completed yesterday

Do the circle map about the Cuban Missile
Crisis

Choose the best version (errorless or not)
depending on the learning level of your
students

S5tudents cut out symbols and place in circle
map

Make connections to the bock as necessary
Each student shares their circle map with the
group using the communication method of
their choice

set)

“ocabulary
board

Large timeline

cards

Circle map
completed
yesterday

Circle map

Scissors
Slue

Completed
circle maps

Communication

devices

The lesson plans contain:

Detailed instructions on
how that day's lesson
should run
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| like that

| don't like that just a minute

This unit comes with a
vocabulary board.

\/ocabulary boards are
great for ALL Students to
assist with participation
and engagement in group
discussions.

Tips on how to use in the
unit!!



The Cold War was a different kind of war. It was often a
war of words with each country threatening the other, but
not really engaging in military action.

There is a 54 page book with
simple text and photos that
outlines the history of the Cold
War.

The Bay of Pigs was a battle between the US and Cuba. |
The United States lost and the Soviet Union became
involved, resulting in the Cuban Missile Crisis.

They come in a pdf version as
well as voice recorded
PowerPoint (So you don't have

to print it out.)



ColdWar
1947-1991

capitalism

System where the people own and
run everything with little to no
involvement from the government.

[]

I

I

Time of tension between two '
superpowers, United States and :
1

Soviet Union. ;
I

]

I

]

I

There are 20 vocabulary
cards that come in color
and black and white.

communism Proxy war

System where all property is owned by
the government and everyone works for
the common good of all people.

A war instigated by a major power
that does not itself become involved.

Joseph Stalin totalitarian

Ruthless leader of the Soviet Union
who led them into the Cold War. He
had many people killed who

I

i Ruler who has complete control of

I
threatened to take his place. i

I

the country and will eliminate or kill
anyone who is a threat.

Included are suggestions for
group activities to do with
these each day.

Warsaw Pact

AgJ:f'rT;?l?;am&rE;:}engzﬁe%c?:fc r‘;?;::::tt‘rﬁsem Agreement among the communist countries to
. W : P X . come together and prevent any attack that
Soviet Union from attacking and occupying . may come from the United States or the
any more of Europe. i United Kingdom against the $oviet Union.



Fidel Castro

A ruthless leader, and he took control
of Cuba and businesses there were
owned by the United States in 1959,

Cuban Missile Crisis

A confrontation between the United :
States and the Soviet Union in 1962 i

over the presence of missile sites '

in Cuba. Almost led to World War 3.

Space Race

Bay of Pigs

In 1961, when the United States tried
to invade Cuba and remove Castro.
They failed.

Détente

Time after the Cuban Missile Crisis

when the United States and Soviet

Union were starting to talk and get
along.

Sputnik

superpowers

Agreement among the
communist countries to
come together and prevent
any attack that may come
from the United States or
the United Kingdom against
the Soviet Unicn.

A technological competition
between the two superpowers
to see who could get into
space first,

Co.

peot
to tak

A war instigated by a major
power that does not itself
become invalved.

In 1961, when the United
States tried to invade Cuba and
remove Castro. They failed.

A sudden,
seizure of pc
government.

A ruthless leader, and he
took control of Cuba and
businesses there were
owned by the United $tates
in 1959,

Agreement among the
democratic countries to use
military force if needed to
prevent the Soviet Union from
attacking and occupying any
more of Europe.

The United State
who put the first
moon.

gﬁ) é

Dividing line that went
through Europe making it
two separate areas, one
communist and one not

communist.

System where the people own
and run everything with little
to no involvement from the
government,

First satellite to orbit the |
It was launched by the Sov
Union.

There is an activity where
students will match either
the picture to the definition
(easier) or the definition to
the picture (harder).




Cut apart pictures and place in circle map about Cold War,

1947 . A

1991 || werotvous

There are 4 circle maps in this unit.
There is one that covers the general
information on the Cold War covered
in the book. There are also circle
maps on the Cuban Missle Crisis,
Arms Race, and the Space Race.

Cut apart pictures and place in circle map ONLY IF they relate to
Cold War.




Cut apart pictures and place in circle map about battles and main
events of Cuban Missile Crisis.

Circle maps are a great way for
students to see the concept at a
glance. There are 2 versions:

e Oneiserrorless

® (One has wrong answers mixed in
students will have to set aside

Cut apart pictures and place in circle map ONLY IF they relate to
the Cuban Missile Crisis.




There are 2 sorting activities.
One is on the United States and
the Soviet Union. The other one
IS on the Arms Race and the
Space Race.




Color the superpowers in the Cold War,

~ Superpowers ]

There is a map of the countries
involved in the Cold War. The
countries are outlined for more
support. There s a
differentiated version provided.
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There are 12 large timeline
cards included in this unit.
Although students will not be
learning specific dates, they will
be able to learn the general
sequence of events.

1947
Tensions rise between the

two superpowers. The Cold
War begins.

AR
W= )
"o || |

superpowers tension

1961
Bay of Pigs
The US attacks Cuba to
remove Castro. They failed.

Bay of Pigs

fail




Time Line

, After working with the large
timeline cards for a few days,
students will then complete a
cut and paste activity using the
same events. Thereis a
differentiated version as well.

__195?_ — =
R

Time Line

— B
N

Timeline symbols




Cold War facts

1. The Cold War began after ended.

2. The 2 superpowers involved were and ;
3 was the leader of the Soviet Union.

4, NATO was created to stop from advancing.

Close worksheets are a great
informal assessment. This unit has 5
worksheets that review the main
facts of the Cold War, the Cuban
- T E Missle Crisis, the Arms Race and the

H,‘-- U B [ casth a : e e SPHCG Race.
Sovauoen: | L. ! Sowiet Uni World War 2 ‘

Cuban Missile Crisis

3. The US was worried the Soviet Union would them.
from Cuba.

4. It wasa time.
5. An agreement was reached between and
7 -
'

aaaaa

Answer key included.




. Neither superpower really fought in the war, they
supported other countries to fight for them:

IIIIII

proxy wars

cheating

FINALLY the
assessment!! There are 3
versions. This version has
10 questions with 3
picture choices for each
question.

Answer Key included.



Print onto cardstock or mount on index cards. Cut pictur
apart and show student answer choices for each question.

Q>s

With this version, you cut
out the answer choices
and glue them on index
cards. Ask the student
the question, and they
point to the correct
answer.

flood
jail




Version 3

1. The Cold War took place after:
A. Cuban Missile Crisis
B. Fourth of July
C. World War 2

2. The Cold War was a war of:

This is your traditional

et e e multiple choice version. It

B. Kings and queens
C. United States and Soviet Union

can also be used as a
recording sheet if your
students are using the
version with index cards.

4. Neither superpower really fought in the war, they supported
other countries to fight for them:

A. Cuban Missile Crisis
B. Proxy wars
C. Cheating

5. Many countries were worried about the spread of:
A. Communism

B. Germs

C. Flood
6. This was formed by the US to keep the Soviet Union for
advancing across Europe:

A. NATO

B. Warsaw Pact

C. Jail
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Proxy wars were wars fought between countries other ’ T h "S U n "t 8 ISO ha S
than the superpowers but were supported with weapons ., . ..
and money by the superpowers. d '9 'tal aCt'V't'eS
Nt the There is a movie
movie on the version of the

Cold War.
books students

can listen to read
aloud.




Place the pictures in circle map about The Space

i The digital
%l |l ® [zl activities have
P —— students click
and drag their
answers.




Sort the pictures into the correct column
depending on what it was related to. If you are
not sure, place it on the middle line.
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There are 2 sets
of slides. One set
has color-coding
for more support.
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| realize there will be some

students out there unable
to do cutting activities. |

have a b
to comp

09 post with ways
ete activities

without a pair of scissors!!

All of the activities (except the
books and timeline cards) come

in color and black and white.


https://specialneedsforspecialkids.org/2020/04/27/no-scissors-allowed/

